PAGE  
146

[image: image1.jpg]



Adoption: Done Right
A Dissertation Presented to the Faculty

of Louisiana Baptist University

In Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements for 

Doctor of Arts

in

Philosophy

By

Joann Roof

December 15, 2005

Acknowledgments

Thank you to all who participated in my adoption surveys and to those who made themselves vulnerable and allowed me to ask some pretty difficult questions. Thank you to L___ and A____ who gave me first hand experience with adoption. I appreciate those who helped me with research and for those who helped with proofreading and advice.

Abstract
Adoption is increasingly coming to the forefront of attention in the United States. The government wants to get children out of the costly foster care system, many countries are abandoning their children, huge numbers of children are being left orphaned as a result of AIDS, and infertility is on the rise. 

Many families are plunging into the world of adoption with romanticized views of the ideal family. Many other families are afraid of the unknowns of adoption. This paper will explore three important issues related to adoption. It will take a critical look at what families are right for adoption and which families should reconsider their plans to adopt. It will consider what to expect from various types of adoption. It will also look at the factors that tend to improve the adoption process and what helps children and families after adoption.
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Introduction


Adoption has touched my heart deeply, not because I was adopted or ever placed a child for adoption. The closest adoptions in my family are a grandfather that died before I was born and a cousin I have never met. 


Instead the impact of adoption came through the experiences of some of my close friends and many of the young people I have been privileged to work with. I served as a schoolteacher and mentor at a placement for troubled youth for eight years. I was surprised to find that about a quarter of the young people I worked with had been adopted. People from other placement facilities have verified these high numbers of troubled adopted children.
 About two percent of the general population has been adopted,
 most do well, but there is also a high percentage of adopted children that struggle throughout their lives. According to Dee Paddock a specialist in the field of adoption and attachment disorders, thirty percent of the residents at any psychiatric adolescent facilities have been adopted.

It would be understandable if most of the adopted troubled children came through the foster care system from abusive homes, but a large number of children who were adopted at birth have not done well either. Some might think that it is dependant on the home the child is placed in. That may be the cause of the problem in some instances but I know many families well, good Christian families, who are struggling with the child they adopted at birth. It is important to remember that Adoption is created out of profound losses for everyone in the adoption circle. There is a lot more to it than bringing home a happy healthy baby. Adoption, like life itself, is full of risks. It makes sense to find out what tends to make successful adoptions so that some of those risks can be minimized.
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God’s heart goes out to orphans and He wants His adopted children (us), to have hearts of compassion for these vulnerable children. In 

James 1:27 He says, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”

Since you are reading this dissertation, I’m assuming that you share God’s heart for these children. Sherry Eldridge, in her book, Twenty Things Adopted Kids Wish Their Adoptive Parents Knew, reminds us that, “Every kid needs a journey mate—someone stronger and wiser to help her learn how to conquer the fears of childhood and move on toward maturity. Someone who knows when to validate an emotion and when to respond lightheartedly. Someone who oozes with empathy and encourages her to aim high. Someone who is there for her, no matter what.”
 Children learn to be adults by watching adults. Who is going to show this next generation of abandoned children how to grow up?


Are you wondering if God is calling you into the role of helping a child along the journey of life.
  Some of the important things we will look at in this dissertation are seeing the needs of these children and recognizing the heart of the Father for those needs. Not everyone is called to adopt or to adopt at their current phase of life but we are all called to help. 

If you do find that God is calling you to adopt a child it is important for you to consider which child you should adopt; what age, race, background, and physical or emotional challenges this child will bring with him. It is crucial for you to learn about how each of these factors can affect the child so that you can make an informed decision on which child God has chosen you for.

 The Beginnings
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Orphans and street children had a special place in the heart of Charles Brace, a minister that worked in the slums of New York City in the mid 1800s. In that era poverty was as rampant as the overcrowding in major cities like Chicago, New York City, and Philadelphia. With the overcrowding and poverty came sickness, disease, and hopelessness. 

Many immigrants who came to America hoping to find a small nugget of her prosperity found that jobs were scarce and the wages were small. In frustration many of these men abandoned their families in favor of a bottle. As a result of poverty, sickness, and abandonment, in New York City alone there were over 30,000 homeless children in the streets fending for themselves by 1850,
 as well as many infants who were being left at hospitals every day, often because their mothers felt like they could not care for another child in such impoverished conditions.

The orphanages were overcrowded, these children were left to survive in any way they could. Some, the fortunate children, were able to scrape by with a job selling newspapers or matches, some became shoe shine boys, but most resorted to stealing. In those early days children as young as seven years old were placed in prison for stealing and a child could be put to death for stealing if he was twelve years old.
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[image: image17.bmp]Charles Brace began a massive effort to find loving homes for these children. He started a project that became known as the Orphan Trains. Homeless children were placed on these trains in large numbers. Then the trains were sent out West. The idea was that western families were better off financially and often needed help working their farms. Brace was hoping that these families would be open to taking in a child who was in need – he was right.

The coming of an orphan train was announced with flyers and local committees were formed to evaluate the families who chose a child. There were also other safeguards set up like the understanding that a placement could not be finalized for at least six months to ensure that the child and parents were a good fit. Often there was no formal adoption even though the child continued to live with the family they were placed with.
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The idea was noble but like any project that gets huge and impersonal there were also many problems. It is estimated that over 200,000 children rode the orphan trains, some found themselves in homes where they were welcomed and cherished while others were treated like slaves or abused. Many ended up being bounced from home to home never learning to trust and love. 

The life of Claretta Miller is recounted in the book We Rode The Orphan Trains: 

She had no good memories of life with her birth mother. She and her two sisters were sickly, undernourished, and covered with lice, and they slept on dirty mattresses on the floor. At night rats ran over their beds. Claretta never forgot the times when she would awaken, screaming, when a rat got entangled in her hair. When the girls were taken from their alcoholic mother by New York state authorities, Claretta was placed first in foster care, then in an orphanage.

She was sent west in 1918 with two hundred other children on an orphan train, and in Omaha she was taken by a German family who already had nine children and were looking for a servant. When she was removed from that home, she went to another foster home, and then to another, where she became ill with the flu. It took her months to fully recover. In writing about her life, she described herself at eight years old as a “lost and lonely little girl.”
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There are good and bad stories today just as there were in the days of orphanages and orphan trains. What can we learn from the past? I just returned from watching the play Scrooge. As I was watching I realized that although our familyless children in the United States today have nourishing food, clothing without holes, and places to live, the ache in their hearts is the same as it was a hundred years ago on the orphan trains. It is also important to realize that just because there is an empty bed available it doesn’t mean that the family should be given a child to fill it. A home is more than just a place to live. “Children develop their identity based on who loves them.”
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Section 1

Considering Adoption
Why 
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Adopt? 
There are a tremendous number of children in need of homes and families. “There are 5.5 million orphans in Africa, 3.5 million orphans in Asia, 1.5 million orphans in Eastern Europe, 400,000 orphans in Latin America, and 135,000 children available for adoption in the U.S. foster care system.”
 

What will happen to these children? Some will remain in foster care and orphanages till they reach adulthood, and they will deal with the emotional scars all their lives. Some will be placed into good homes where they will thrive, others will be placed into good homes but despite the best surroundings they will not do well. Unfortunately, a lot of these children will end up in homes where they are abused and neglected. An Illinois study found that one percent of foster and adopted children are molested every year and three percent are physically abused each year.
 

In the placement for troubled youth where I worked I took care of a young lady, I’ll call her April. She and her sister were removed from their parents due to severe abuse when April was two years old. That was the beginning of her nightmare journey. She and her sister were moved in and out of placements, sometimes together and sometimes apart. By the time she was eleven years old she had been in eleven different foster homes, (a rather small number compared to some other children.) She had been sexually abused in over half of those placements and one family even killed her dog. 

By the time she was adopted at eleven years old she had attachment problems, rage problems, a dissociative disorder, sexual problems, and several psychosomatic illnesses. She and her sister were very excited to be adopted but the problem was that they were adopted into an abusive home. Soon after I met April’s adoptive parents it became clear that the mother had significant psychological problems. Later, after it was to late, we found out that April’s adoptive father was sexually abusing her. By the time I started working with April when she was thirteen, she was completely out of control. How could it be otherwise? Her world was out of control.

I wonder what kind of a difference it might have made in April’s life if she had been placed in a Godly Christian foster family when she was first removed from her parents, one that could understand and empathize with this little child’s confusion and pain, one that would fight for her instead of passing her on to another foster home because she was to difficult. A family that recognized her as God’s precious treasure. 

Then after she was available for adoption, what if her next transition was to a stable experienced family where she would be protected instead of abused? What if she was given a home where she would be taught about God’s love instead of being taught about sex. How might things have been different for this young lady, the brightest in my classroom? I wonder if she would have made it to vet school like she dreamed. 

I have no doubt that she could have made it academically. Soon after she left the placement where I worked, her adoption was dissolved and she went back into the foster care system. She won a scholarship to college but by the time she reached that stage of her life, the dissociative issues began to surface and she was not able to pursue her dream.

I wonder how things might have been different for her spiritually as well. Instead of getting caught up in the occult and new age teachings because they offer some sense of family, some sense of belonging, would she have embraced God as her Father? Ultimately the choices are hers, but I wonder how things would have been different.

The Lord underscores the vulnerability of these children. He tells us to protect the fatherless and widows. Millions of these unprotected children are falling prey to abuse and slavery. Currently, many of the children in the United States are being actively sought out by homosexual and lesbian couples. Many adoption agencies, both public and private are processing those adoptions. A study by the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute found that, “Most agencies now accept homosexuals as parents” and “Adoptions by lesbians and gays are occurring regularly and in notable numbers, both at public and private agencies.”
 
 In fact social services and the court system seem to be favoring homosexual adoptions in some instances, most likely to promote their social agendas.  

This is illustrated in a story titled “He Has No Mama Now”
 from Focus on the Family’s Citizen Magazine. It tells about Adam, an infant who was born with drugs in his system. Parental rights were terminated and he was placed in a foster care home. Two families who regularly visited Adam placed applications to adopt him but instead he was placed with two homosexual men.

According to Focus on the Family, 

“Children raised by homosexual parents are more likely to experience gender and sexual confusion, more likely to become promiscuous and more likely to experiment with homosexual behavior. They are also at greater risk of losing a parent to AIDS, substance abuse or suicide. Children reared in a stable, married, heterosexual home do better than children reared in any other type of household. They are healthier physically and emotionally, do better academically, experience less poverty and commit fewer crimes.”
 

A study found that, “A disproportionate percentage—twenty-nine percent—of the adult children of homosexual parents had been specifically subjected to sexual molestation by that homosexual parent, compared to only 0.6 percent of adult children of heterosexual parents having reported sexual relations with their parent. . .  Having a homosexual parent(s) appears to increase the risk of incest with a parent by a factor of about 50.”

It should also be noted that a study found that twelve percent of the children of lesbians became lesbians, that’s four times the average for those who were raised by non-lesbians
 and nine percent of men who were raised by homosexual fathers became homosexuals.

Many orphans in other countries will remain in orphanages till they are sent out on the streets when they reach adulthood even though they have not learned how to survive out in the world. Some will even be sold into slavery. There is a huge market for child prostitutes. Hattie is an example of how “unwanted children” are treated in some countries. Below is the story of Haitian street children.

Children, some as young as three years old, are whipped and abused, forced to fetch water, mop floors, wash dishes, care for babies not much younger than they are. They are forbidden to eat at the table and are forced to sleep on concrete or dirt floors. They rarely get any schooling. 
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A United Nations study in 1998 estimated there are 300,000 such children - known as restaveks, a Creole word meaning "stay with"…

The life of a restavek is one that is comprised of continual day-to-day menial chores where they must serve everyone around them, and refer to them as monsieur or madame (sir or mam), even to those younger than themselves. They are strictly forbidden to speak unless spoken to. They are not allowed to display any emotions without fear of reprisal, or even voice any opinions about their daily needs…

A restavek is easily discernible within the streets of Haiti with their torn rags and tattered clothes hanging from their strained and feeble limbs, often times begging for food and money.
 

Unlike a "bonne" (maid) or a "gerant" (grounds keeper), restaveks do not get paid for their services, and are forced to perform chores that others would not dream of doing. However, the most gruesome reality for most of them is that they are too often killed, raped and abandoned in the streets once families no longer wish to keep them…
 

Who will go in like Amy Carmichael (the missionary who rescued children out of the temples of prostitution in India) and take them by the hand and give them a chance at a better life? 

According to studies made by the Moscow Helsinki Group and the internationally known Human Rights Watch, two out of three orphans who reach their teen years will commit a crime, and many of the female orphans who make it to puberty will turn to prostitution. Grim…? It gets even worse. Only two out of three children dumped on orphanage doorsteps will even make it to adolescence, and of those who do… another ten percent will commit suicide.

Some of you are probably ready to hop a plane to Hattie or run down to your nearest adoption agency to rescue the first child you come across – but wait! It’s important for you to go into a decision like this with your eyes wide open. We need to look at reasons why adoption might not be the right choice for you. 
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Why Not 

To Adopt
There are many reasons why people choose to adopt a child. For most it is because they are infertile but yet they have a deep longing for a child.
 For others it is because they want a companion for a birth child. Some are about to have empty nests but they love children and decide that they want one more. For some it is because they want a child of a specific gender. Perhaps they already have three girls but dad wants a son. Occasionally adoption is chosen because one of the parents has a significant genetic disease that they do not want to pass on to their children like Thalassaemia. Some people adopt to “replace” a child who has died, while others feel called to help children in need of a family.

Do you have red flags going up in your mind about some of these reasons to adopt? Hopefully you do. It seems like often the primary concern in adoption is the needs of the adoptive parents, then the child and finally the birth parents. That is out of balance. The best for the child should be the first concern, then, usually the birth parents, especially in infant adoption situations, and finally the adoptive parents interests should be looked after.  Adoption must be for the sake of the child, the adoptive parents should not be expecting anything in return. The adoptive parents are offering to sacrifice themselves. In this section we will look at why this is true and take a close look at the pros and cons of the various motivations for adoption.
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 Suggested Resources:

How to Make Wise Decisions on Adoption Basic Care Booklet 5 from the Medical Training Institute of America (708) 323-9800

·        Barren
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“Mother’s Day is not the only time I think of her, but it’s the only time I can’t avoid it. She was going to have a child but couldn’t keep it. I wanted a child desperately but couldn’t have one. She was the mother at birth; I was the mother right after. It sounded simple, but it wasn’t.


In the beginning, she was just a voice on the telephone from a hundred and fifty miles away. She was the one who answered my ad in an alternative newspaper—one of those notices you see that begins ‘Loving couple, in their thirties, unable to bear children…’ From that first moment, I liked everything about her, and that impression never wavered as we progressed from businesslike strangers exchanging resumes to intimates planning a tender offer of the heart.


For more than five months, we talked almost daily on the phone, each of us hungry to learn everything about the other. I tried to picture Amy, as I call her here, in my mind’s eye, playing with the few details I knew—auburn hair, one hundred and twenty pounds, five-foot-four—like a child toying with different configurations of blocks. I imagined her smile, the clothes she wore, the bird feeder in her yard. It helped make her real. It helped me to trust her. And she seemed to need the same kind of details from me. ‘Describe the new slipcovers,’ she would say. ‘Tell me all about the dog.’

Night after night, I would run in the door, drop my purse on the floor and call Amy. Sometimes she’d beat me to it; her voice would be waiting for me behind the blinking red light on the answering machine. ‘Hi, babe,’ she’d greet me. ‘Guess what?’ The social worker had sent her forms, she’d say. The ultrasound showed a whopping, thriving fetus. At times we wouldn’t even mention the legal plans and details that would attend my adoption of the baby growing inside her.


Amy sounded like every girl I grew up with in Chicago—big-hearted, wisecracking, mostly uneducated, but possessed of a fierce, intuitive set of smarts. Her slang, her very accent, comforted me.


Often I would hear her six-year-old son, from her former marriage, playing happily in the background. So she was a good mother. That was nice. Or was it? Could a good mother, who knew what it was to love a child, give up a baby? I couldn’t see how.


The summer shadows deepened in the corners of the yard. The baby was two weeks late. Then on August 9, 1986, there was no answer when I called. Not the first time, not the second or fifth or tenth. There was no question about it: Amy had to be in the hospital and I had to hear her voice telling me she hadn’t changed her mind, because that was always a possibility.


Amy was twenty-six, no panicky teenager. She was divorced, poor, but part of a big, proud, urban Irish family. Daily, she had told me, her mother pressured her to keep the baby. But Amy was steadfast. She could raise one alone. Not two. That’s what she had said during the long months of her pregnancy. Would she still feel that way now?


Finally, just before 4:00 P.M., I pressed the redial on the phone and an unfamiliar woman’s voice answered. ‘Who is this, please?’ she asked sharply. ‘I’m ah…I’m the lady from Wisconsin,’ I said. ‘Has Amy said anything about me?’


There was a pause before the voice said coolly, ‘I’m Amy’s sister. You’re the lady who was going to adopt the baby. Amy had the baby today: a little boy.”


A boy. All my visions of pinafores and teeny tights melted away into an image of a big, sturdy, dark-haired son. But…maybe not.


‘Did Amy intend… did she say she had changed her plans?’


‘She said nothing about it,’ her sister replied, and then her voice softened. ‘I know this must be hard for you, but I just don’t know.’


And for two days, there was no knowing. I called again and spoke with Amy’s mother, who said that her daughter was struggling with what was suddenly a very difficult decision, and would I do her the kindness of letting her make it without my influence? I promised that I would.


But on the evening of the third day, after I had clawed rows of welts along my forearms, I could wait no longer. I called the hospital, and they connected me with Amy’s room.


I told her who I was. There was a long silence. Then, weak and sounding far away, she said, “Hi, babe.”


She was terribly ill. She had suffered through an emergency Caesarian. She had pneumonia. Her mother had talked the nuns into placing her in isolation; by rights, my phone call should not even have been put through. I made small noises of concern. But finally I had to ask.


‘Amy, have you changed your mind? If you have, I’ll hang up and wish you well and you’ll never hear from me again. If you tell me to go ahead, I’ll set things in motion.’


She paused so long that I thought she had dropped the phone. Then she said, ‘Go ahead.’


I made a big okay sign to my husband, who stood nearby, supporting himself on the kitchen counter. ‘But there’s one thing,’ Amy said. ‘I want to see you.’


We had never discussed this possibility. I didn’t know how I felt about it. Once I put a face—a real face, not the smiling, benevolent visage I had concocted in my mind—to that familiar voice, would it haunt me for the rest of my life? Would I see it every time I looked at the child I already knew would be called Daniel Chamberlain—after his father, Dan, and his father’s historical hero, Joshua Chamberlain, one of the heroes of the Battle of Gettysburg? But I pushed my doubts aside. There was nothing I wouldn’t do to bring Daniel home.


Twenty hours later, my husband and I were in a crowded Chicago hospital, picking our way nervously down corridors to the maternity floor, expecting to be stopped at any moment. The nun gave me a measuring look when I asked for Amy. She was still in isolation and no one but close family was allowed in the room when the baby was present. But as I learned later from a hospital social worker, the nun knew exactly who we were and decided to let God work it out.


She showed us to a cramped little room. Amy was sitting on the bed in a blue peignoir set that would have been right at home in an old Doris Day movie. Her hair was brick red; I knew right away that she had called it auburn to sound more sophisticated. She looked up. She was a pretty woman, with freckles and a generous mouth and the oddest color eyes—neither brown nor hazel but like a leaf just beginning to turn in the fall.


‘Jack?’ she said, using the nickname I had heard so often on the phone. My throat was too full for me to do anything but nod.


She stood up and came into my arms. We held each other silently. My husband put his arms around us both.


Then she turned to the Plexiglas bassinet that had been partially hidden behind her. She reached in and picked up a baby as big and bonny and rosy dark as I had imagined him. ‘Look, Danny,’ she said, ‘I told you Mommy and Daddy were coming.’


My husband made a sound somewhere between a cough and a sob. Amy placed Danny in my arms.


As I nuzzled the baby, she crowed over him like any proud mother. ‘Isn’t he beautiful?’ she said. ‘See how big he is? See? He knows it’s you. He smiled.’


I was lost in him. The bonds radiated from him and locked me fast. What could I say? How could I compliment her on the fine son she had borne? Facing me was the mother who had suffered a massive physical assault to give him life. A woman who had turned her back on her family’s of help and her obstetrician’s referral to a wealthy North Shore couple who could give this boy things we never could. Amy had not broken our trust. I appreciated that then. I’m awestruck by it now.


Amy and I traded Danny back and forth. Then his new father held him. ‘Oh, thank you,’ Dan said over and over. ‘Thank you. Thank you.’ It sounded like a prayer.


After a long time, a nurse poked her head in the room. ‘No one but Mom is supposed to hold the baby,’ she said gently.


‘But I –‘ I began, and stopped. Amy and I exchanged glances. I returned the baby to his bed. Amy covered him with a doll-size quilt. And then, straightening her shoulders, she began loading my arms with formula and diapers and little plastic containers of powder—all the free gifts that suppliers offer to maternity patients.


‘I won’t need these,’ she said firmly. ‘You will.’


‘I can’t tell you…’ I said.


Amy stopped me gracefully. ‘It’s ok. I know.’


It was over. There would be no more giggling on the telephone. No more trading of the details and secrets of our lives. Danny would be released to the social worker tomorrow; we would bring him home the same day. I would be a new mother.


Dan and I staggered to the elevator and through the lobby without a word. In the parking lot, he leaned against our van, his forearm over his eyes. I have heard him cry before and since, but not this way, not with such great gulps of love and pity. He could think of nothing, he finally said, but of Amy going home alone tomorrow and of some lines from a poem by Stephen Vincent Benet, in which the ghost of Abraham Lincoln’s mother asks: ‘What’s happened to Abe?…Did he grow tall?…Did he get on?’


‘How can she bear it?’ he said. I told him I didn’t know.


We brought Danny home at noon the following day. I had promised Amy a last phone call to let her know we had arrived safely. While the relatives made much of our new addition, I slipped away and called her. She answered on the first ring.


‘It’s me,’ I said.


‘I knew it would be.’


‘Are you okay?’


‘I’m as well as I can be.’


Just before we hung up, she said, ‘I want you to promise to raise him to be like us. To be tough. Don’t let his daddy spoil him.’ And she added, ‘I’m glad he’s a little boy.’


‘Why?’ I asked.


‘Because the world’s too tough on little girls,’ she said.


Except for a single phone call that came a year later on Christmas Day, I have not heard from Amy again. Danny’s grown into a bold and tender boy, uniquely at home with the world. He doesn’t really look like the fading picture of Amy I keep in my mind—except for his eyes, which are the oddest color, like a leaf just beginning to turn in the fall.


One day, when he can understand, I’ll tell my Danny the story of his birth. And if, when he’s old enough, he wants to look up the woman who bore him, I will not protest—how could I ever fear Amy? I will ask only one thing: that I be allowed to go with him.


For I have things to tell her. I want her to know that, lo and behold, a couple of months ago the undreamed-of happened and I was able to give Danny a baby brother from my own body. I want to tell her that it was no different, that I love the child I bore no more than the one she placed in my arms. They are both angels of the outside chance.


And there’s something else. See, I miss her. I want to know that the world hasn’t been too tough on her. When I do talk to Danny about Amy, I won’t know exactly how to describe her. We weren’t friends, precisely; nor were we family. It was as if we were strangers who met on a stranded bus and then went our own ways, but not without looking backward, each straining to see where the other was headed. This much I will be able to tell Danny for certain: that he is who he is not only because he was raised by parents who searched for him and fought for him and adored him, but because of something else, too. He comes of good stock.

What were your thoughts, your emotions, and your feelings as you read this story? Could you identify with Jackie, the adoptive mother? How about Amy, the birth mom? What about the extended birth family? What do you think was going on in the birth grandmothers heart knowing that she might never get to see her grandson again? What about Amy’s older son? Would he be plagued by feelings of insecurity and loss? And most importantly, what about Danny? By the time he was adopted, he would have had a strong bond with his birth mother. “According to psychologists, the newborn baby recognizes its mother immediately at birth.”
 Will he question for the rest of his life how his birth mother could have given him up?

Every adoption has loss and pain that go along with it. For the birth parents it is the loss of a child and loss of parents and heritage for the child. And every parent who chooses to adopt can also expect losses and pain. For some it will be more than for others but there will be disappointments and heartaches. 

Do not go into adoption with the attitude that Dorrie had when she found a baby jellyfish in Finding Nemo. “I shall call him Squishy and he shall be mine, and he shall be my Squishy. Ouch, bad Squishy, bad Squishy.” The reality is that if you adopt, you will get stung – probably harder than you think.
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It goes without saying that seeking God and waiting on Him to show you why He has not allowed you to have children up to this point is essential. There are many reasons, He may have things He wants to teach you, perhaps it is because He has other plans for your life, or it might be that He has a special child, already born that needs a home. The possible reasons are as numerous as the number of infertile couples in the world. 

Many have wrestled with Psalm 37:4, “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” They wonder why they have this strong desire to have a child if God is not going to fulfill it. The key is that when you are delighting in the Lord, His desires will be your desires. Verse five gives the instructions on what to do about your desires. “Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” Be sure not to try to help God out the way Abraham and Sarah did in Genesis 16.
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If you decide to pursue adoption and ask God to stop the adoption if it is not His will, be sure you are willing for Him to do this. He looks at our hearts and sometimes gives us our desires (even if they are not His plan) but sends leanness to our souls
 when we want something more than we want what He chooses. Some might be thinking that they are willing to take that chance to silence the longing of the heart but it is important to remember that your choice will also impact a child.

We have probably all heard the stories of a couple being told that they would never be able to have a child. Then they adopted and within a very short time they conceived. I have two instances of this on my heart. 

The first is a friend from a solid Christian home. Her parents tried to conceive for years. Finally they adopted an infant from Colombia. My friend, their first birth-child came along before her brother’s adoption was finalized. Four more children followed. This family treated their son the same as all the other children but he was never able to recover from the feelings of rejection, abandonment, and betrayal that resulted from being adopted. 

He became a very bitter, angry young boy. Nothing this family did seemed to help. He was disrupting the whole family and was beginning to lead some of the other children in rebellion. For the sake of the other children, this boy finally had to leave the home. 
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The second is the story of a very strong-willed but very precious young lady. She was also adopted at birth because her adoptive parents were told that they were unable to have children. After Sarah’s
 adoption was finalized her adoptive mother became pregnant. Who knows if it was Sarah’s strong willed defiance that made it difficult for her mother to accept her or if it was her mother’s failure to accept her as equal to her birth-children that caused Sarah to feel rejected and led to her rebellion. 

Either way, at thirteen years old, Sarah ended up at the placement for troubled youth where I worked. She had a few pretty rough years but now as a young adult she is doing wonderfully. She is now a mentor working in the same program she was placed in. 

You are probably thinking that you would never reject an adopted child, no matter how difficult things got. Unfortunately, about three percent of completed adoptions dissolve.
 That is that they are legally broken. Many more are disrupted but the relationship is never legally severed.
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Suggested Resources:

· Empty Womb, Aching Heart  ~ by Marlo Schalesky

· Snowflakes Embryo Adoption ~ http://www.nightlight.org/snowflakes_description.asp
· Finding God’s Will in Spiritually Deceptive Times ~by Neil Anderson

Birth mothers
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Eighty percent of non-familial adoptions (children who are adopted by people who are not relatives) are due to infertility.
 The majority of these adoptions are of infants – usually newborns. Most of the birthmothers of these babies found themselves unexpectedly pregnant. They cared enough about the child to carry it to term instead of aborting the child. A lot of these mothers battle the decision of whether or not to place the baby for adoption. For many, the guilt and shame they feel for their immorality clouds their thinking and their judgment.

When I was a crisis pregnancy center counselor, the concern I heard repeatedly through tears from mothers were that they felt to young to raise a child. (Often this is what their parents, friends, or boyfriend was telling them.) Other birthmothers feel that it is important for the baby to have a mother and a father. (These women were often raised in single parent homes.) Some mothers know that the lifestyle that they are living in/ trapped in is not one they want their baby to be around. They may be addicted to drugs or battling with alcoholism. They may have an abusive husband or boyfriend and fear for the child’s life. 

Often they feel like they could not support a child. Sometimes they are in the middle of getting an education. I remember one young lady who wept because she had two years of nursing school left. “Why couldn’t the baby have come after I finished school?” she questioned. Hear as a birthmother recounts her dilemma:

I was 21 years old and had just finalized a divorce to my first husband. I had a 20 month old son, Quinn and I was living with my mother, my sister and her 2 teenage children in a three bedroom trailer…

Finally, *N* made her way into the world. When the doctor shouted "It's a girl!", I thought my heart was going to break in two. I was asked if I wanted to hold her and I said, "No, let her parents hold her first." I was sobbing uncontrollably. My mom was at my side and she said to me "You know you can change your mind." And looking down, as the doctor stitched me up, I saw that family cradling the baby and I knew I could not change my mind. How could I do that to them? 

I had decided to take the baby home for a week. I wanted everyone in my life to know her and to say good-bye. I spent every night holding her and crying. I wanted to keep her so much. I was so angry at the hand life had dealt me. 

I spent at least the rest of the week crying. I felt as if the pain would never end. I was angry. I was filled with hate. When would these feelings end? I had given up a part of myself. It was like waking up from a dream, hearing cries that were not there, smelling and feeling a baby that was not there. 
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A month after I placed my daughter, I received a letter in the mail. The housing assistance I had applied for came through. Before I had become pregnant, I was finishing up Certified Nursing Assistant classes and two months after I placed my baby I was in my own apartment and had a job. Three months later *N*'s birth father contacted me through our mutual friends. He wanted to meet with me and talk. 

And now here I am. *N* just turned 7 in February. I married her Birth Father, it will be 6 years on April 1st and we had another daughter who is 4 now. We have a nice apartment and we both have good jobs and our kids are happy.
 

The idea behind infant adoption seems to be that there are birthmothers that either don't want their children or can't take care of them. In “the best interests of all”, the adoptive parents are very willing and eager to help them out. Lets look at some statistics to see if infant adoption is in the best interests of the birthmother and child.

Existing evidence suggests that the experience of relinquishment renders a woman at high risk of psychological (and possibly physical) disability. Moreover very recent research indicates that actual disability or vulnerability may not diminish even decades after the event...the lack of knowledge of the child permits the development of a variety of disturbing fantasies, such as the child being dead, or ill, unhappy or hating his or her relinquishing mother. The guilt of relinquishment is thereby augmented...

Feelings of sadness or depression at the time of relinquishment were rated on the average as intense and "the most intense ever experienced". Anger at the time of relinquishment was rated at the time as between "a great deal and intense." Only 33% reported a decrease over time, and over one half said their anger had increased. Guilt at the time was rated as "intense" with only 17% reporting a decrease over the intervening years...Almost all reported that they dealt with their distress by withdrawing and bottling up their feelings...

A most striking finding in the present study is that the majority of these women reported no diminution of their sadness, anger and guilt over the considerable number of years which had elapsed since their relinquishment. A significant number actually reported an intensification of these feelings especially anger...

Bryony Lake helps us to understand the anguish of living without her child when she says:

I buried the pain in schoolwork over the next few months, not knowing I was in shock. Thinking everything was "okay"... until the shock wore off about 10 months later. Adoption support groups, caring though they were, did nothing to take the edge off the pain. After another year of trying to take away the pain with alcohol, and trying several times to end my life, I began seeing a psychiatrist for over a year of weekly appointments until we realized that her counseling had brought me no closer to healing. So, we then tried antidepressants, strong enough to repress all my emotions. And it indeed worked, long enough to let me "freeze" everything inside, and bury the pain. I was then able to survive, counting down the time until my nineteen-year sentence was over and I was allowed to search for my son...
No one told me that the pain would never go away. No one told me that it would be so severe that I would find myself devastated by grief and loss: so much that I'd end up in the Emergency ward 4 times in 4 months with my upper intestines constricted almost into knots. That the endless grief would fatigue my system so much that I would be unable to work full-time again. 

“There seems to be a growing emphasis, especially in the United States, on the provision of material possessions. Young women are still being pressured into giving away their children simply because they are in a disadvantaged position (which is probably temporary) financially… if a random sample of the adult population was questioned about their fondest childhood memories, very few of them would mention the amount of money that was spent on them.”
 

Adoption is often an irreversible solution to a temporary problem. What if, instead of the adoptive parents pursuing the adoption to fill a need in their own lives, they offered to care for this baby for a time, until conditions improved for this mother, as they almost always do? Time after time I hear similar stories. A mother surrenders her child because she is in the middle of school and can’t afford to raise the baby. Usually in a year or two her condition has completely changed. 

One woman put it this way:

Imagine you are given 72 hours to decide whether you will lose your child. Is that enough time? The place you are given to do it is a hospital bed, where you lie worn out from labor, hovered over by anxious adoptive parents and their guests. Their joy at the new arrival is infectious, and you might start to think that life as a birthmother will always be this saturated in gratitude and happiness. Is that the proper atmosphere to make a decision which will completely recreate you as a person and affect the rest of your days?  In three months, many things can change in a birth mom’s life, factors that will make her want to keep her child. Give her the time and the space to make the decision, and if her economic or social standing has not improved or if she still doubts her mothering ability, proceed with the adoption.”
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What if, instead of adopting a child from an unexpected pregnancy, Godly couples made themselves available to crisis pregnancy centers to help young women learn about how to be good parents. What if they were willing to care for the child for a year or two in their home. If the mother wasn’t showing signs of being ready to care for the child by the time the baby was two, then precede with the adoption. Yes, it would be hard to care for a child and then turn the child back over to its mother but with the life long bond it would create with this young family I don’t think there would be any regrets. 

Most perspective birthmothers have never had a child before. They can’t even begin to imagine how they will feel about the child when it arrives, nor are they expecting the love they often feel as they carry the child. As Roman Espejo said in his book, Adoption: Opposing Viewpoints:  

We frequently hear about the horrible birthmother who so inconsiderately changes her mind, as if a change of heart is a sin. Yes, the prospective parents will face real pain if the birthmother decides to keep her baby…The potential birthmother is expected to bear the pain, and to bear it FOREVER. When she backs away from that pain, she is treated as if she has violated a contract, much as if she were selling a car, not relinquishing a child.”
 

We fail to recognize the pain that many of these mothers feel. Here is what one mother wrote to her child:

The Regrets of a Mother

If only I could see your face…see how much you have grown, hear you laugh, see you bubble with joy, and just be there for you. 

But I cannot at this time, for long ago, I had to give you up, and that pain has haunted me all my life. That longing, that ache for you has never gone away, and through it all, I have cried out to God that I would find you.

For every birthday that you have had, I have baked a cake, put candles on it, and silently sat before it as if by some magical spell, you would suddenly appear. In my thoughts you appear daily, and in the nights I lie awake sometimes, wondering where you are…if you’re all right. I wonder if you live with love, if you are well cared for, and then I pray that you are never lonely…

Whenever I am in a crowd, I look for you. I watch children playing in the park, and I try to imagine that one of them is you. I wonder if your chin still dimples, if your eyes turned darker… if your hair is still the same color…

And, yet, I live in the hope that one day we will meet and all the questions will be answered, and you will know of my deep love for you. How I long to reach out to you now…

They tell me some adoptees feel unwanted, but my child, I could not have wanted you more. I loved you with an everlasting love, and that love has not changed. That love will never change.

You are the child of my womb. You are a part of me. Nothing can or will ever sever that bond. You are my child. I had to surrender you but that did not stop me from loving you.

How I pray that you will understand…that you will forgive…that you will one day want to see me … that I will be able to talk to you, and at long last, I will be able to tell you that I love you so very much!

Another issue to consider is the importance of allowing the birthmother to face the consequences of the choice she made to have sex outside of marriage, not in a condemning, self-righteous way, but because it is important to face the consequences of our decisions. God was the one who chose to allow the sperm and egg to unite and form this child. He gave this baby to this young woman. Why are we so quick to try to get her out of the situation that God has placed her in? God does not use babies to curse or punish a mother. Instead, a child is often a gift from Him, a second chance at life – a different life than what she was planning but it is often God’s new plan for her. Why is an unplanned pregnancy viewed as a curse for a young woman when it may actually be a blessing sent from God to mould a young woman’s life?

“The false conclusion that pregnancy is God’s judgment for immorality suggests to many girls that having an abortion or giving up the child for adoption is the only way to remove God’s judgment for the sin of immorality.”

I am not in any way advocating leaving her to fend for herself. It is an opportunity to come alongside of this woman and demonstrate the love of Christ to her. I think we miss out when we whisk the baby away and allow young men and women to go about as if nothing happened. 

If a woman is considering adoption, about ninety-eight percent of the time the birthfather doesn’t want to have much involvement.
 What if a mature Godly man came alongside this young man and helped him face the responsibility that he has before God?

Thoughts From a Birth mother
No little girl grows up dreaming of becoming a birthmother; a role that is generally either ignored or despised. Yet millions of women carry the badge…

Open adoption, in which adoptive families maintain ongoing, lifelong relationships with the birth family, has elevated birthmother status in important ways, but injustices in adoption remains rampant, and prejudices still abound. Would-be adopters and social workers alike have an image of the “typical” birthmother, and they look down on her in smug condescension. They think they are rescuing the poor confused dear, and expect her to be grateful to their charity in ‘saving’ her from a life that is not solidly middle class, or a home that is not two-parent.

Even after two decades of progress toward open adoption, birthmothers still pay. We pay every time someone tells us our child is so lucky to have found a good family (i.e., to be away from us?). We pay when coworkers (usually the same ones who told us during our pregnancies that it would be selfish to keep our children) go on to ask in disbelief, “How could you have given away your baby?” We pay dearly on Mother’s Day, and we pay each time we are asked, “Do you have any children?”

I am not anti-adoption. Many cases really do call for a good adoptive family, and many children benefit from growing up outside their biological homes. But adoption as it is practiced today is a disgrace. It’s become an industry geared not toward “the best interests of the child” (itself a worn out catchphrase with little real meaning) but toward serving people who think they have a God-given right to add a child to their home. Adoption used to be about finding homes for children, but now it’s about finding children to fill the homes of infertile couples.”
 

Focus on the Family produced the following list of things that hurt and things that help birthmothers:

What hurts birth mothers: 

· “I could never do that” is not a compliment. It sounds like “I would love my baby too much. Obviously you don’t really love yours.” 

· “You’ve given us such a wonderful gift.” Children are not gifts, conceived out of love for adoptive parents. 

· “This is the best thing for you. Now you can get on with your life.” 

· “You’re young. You’ll have more kids some day.” 

· Adoptive parents reneging on their written or verbal agreements to send updates, letters, school photos, etc. 

· Telling the birth mother only the wonderful side of adoption, leaving her unprepared for the grief 

· Assumptions about the birth mother’s character, intentions, family background and future. For most birth mothers, adoption is a responsible way to reconcile a bad situation. 

· Friends and family not valuing the child (she won’t be around long anyway, so why should we visit?) 

What helps birth mothers: 

· Baby clothes for the hospital stay 

· Adoptive families representing the birth mother well to the child 

· Allowing and sharing the birthmother’s grief 

· Reassurance. It doesn’t make it hurt less, but it keeps doubt from interfering. 

· Keeping photographs, mementos, etc. A birthmother will never forget her child; why should she try to? 

Follow up from the adoptive family, to confirm that she picked the right family for her baby 
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The Child
Most experts agree that if possible, it is best to keep children in the homes they were born into. Placing a child into a new home is traumatic for everyone involved.
 For a child, the terror of leaving what is familiar, even if it is abusive is worse than staying in an abusive home. One woman, who as a little girl, knew that she would be removed from her home where she was being used as a prostitute if she told a teacher what was going on but the fear of leaving what was familiar to her kept her in that home till she was a teenager.

There seems to be an idea that if a child is adopted very early in his or her life, before there is a chance for negative experiences from birthparents or other factors to influence the child that things will go as if this child was born into the home. This is not reality though because children will feel the pain of adoption even if they are raised by a loving adoptive family. 

Richard Gilbert told of how adoption influenced his life through his teen years and into early adulthood. 

I’m adopted! This is part of my story, my ‘claim to fame,’ and it is only through the hard work and life struggle of mourning that it is something I can now claim with fame. Someone didn’t want me. That became my story, my scar, my struggle. When I learned of my adoption, compounded by dynamics in my family life and other struggles, I ‘heard’ only that someone didn’t want me, that I was rejected somewhere, and that, somehow, I am now different. All of this, albeit based on questionable facts, became the energy force that kept me, and often controlled me (at least until recently), on this lifetime course of anger, debate, searching, and the stubborn determination to prove ‘they,’ whoever were the natural parents, were wrong to give me up…
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There is an innate awareness of loss in infants who have been separated from their mothers. This is illustrated by an experiment done by Martin Reite, Conny Seiler and Robert Short. They removed an infant monkey from its mother and then returned the infant to its troop without the presence of the mother. The infant monkey was quite vocal and agitated. Within a few minutes of being returned to the troop, the infant was adopted by a surrogate adult female monkey, however; the infant experienced a decrease in body temperature, restless sleep with frequent arousals, absence of REM sleep, along with less activity and play. 

Just because a baby cannot communicate their feelings to us it does not mean that we should discount the bond they have formed with their biological mother both before and after birth. Most adoptees have painful feelings about adoption at some point in their lives. These feelings are sometimes referred to as cognitive dissonance, genealogical bewilderment or as a vague feeling that something is wrong, a part is missing.

 The awareness, whether conscious or unconscious, that the original separation was the result of relinquishment affects the adoptee’s sense of self, self-esteem and self-worth.”
 More so in the past than now, has been the idea that if the adoption happens at birth the child will not be affected by it. “The thinking seems to be that if the switch-off is handled quickly enough, the baby will never notice.”
 These types of adoptions are often closed and are often followed up by not telling the child that he is adopted. Later on we will look at the importance of being open and honest with the child about the adoption.

To Love or To be Loved?
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Almost all adoptive parents are optimists. They have the hope and often the expectation that any child will blossom in their stable loving family. It’s natural to visualize what it will be like to hold the child, rock her to sleep, snuggle with her, and take her for walks. They want to tell a child bedtime stories. They want to take her to the park, build sand castles with her, and watch her in the Christmas play. The expectation for many adoptive parents is that they have enough good to give to the child that the child’s loss and pain will melt away.

But parents also expect reciprocation. They anticipate that the child will also love them. They may feel like they are saving this child from a life of poverty, neglect, or abuse. They assume that the child will be grateful for his new loving and secure home. The parents assume that the child will turn his heart away from his former family toward his new family.

It is important to recognize that the child’s loyalty, love, and attachment are usually connected to his birth family. He may feel as if he’s been snatched from them, and live in hope of being returned. Seldom does he feel gratitude for being rescued; instead, he feels angry for being taken away from his home. Adoptive parents can weave a fantasy about how thankful a child will be for “all we can give him,” but it is a fantasy that is seldom realized. A clean room filled with toys and video games—a vacation at the lake and a birthday party in the park—cannot heal the wounds inflicted in a child’s early years.

When a child is adopted with the purpose of meeting the needs of the parents it is a setup for failure. First of all, the parents are placing expectations on this child that the child will never be able to meet. Every time the child fails to fit into the parent’s picture of what the child should be it will create friction between them. 

Often in these situations the parents either consciously or unconsciously threaten the child with rejection if he doesn’t start fitting into the role they have envisioned for him. This creates a sense of fear in the child that will usually lead to one of two things – either a rebellion that rejects the parents’ ungodly expectations and often rejects them before they can reject him or else a compliance out of fear of rejection. In both cases the child is not free to figure out for himself where he stands on things. The former compels him to push away from his parent’s standards without carefully considering why he is doing it. The latter compels him to comply without learning to think for himself.

The second thing that is often seen in children who were adopted to meet the emotional needs of a parent is that the parents are often unable to properly discipline the child. They fear that disciplining him will turn his heart away from them and then they will not receive the love from him that they so strongly desire.

Actually the opposite is true. Hebrews 12:8 says, “But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.” The child will feel like the parents do not love and care for him if he is not given appropriate correction. The child will often respond to this permissiveness by being as bad as he can be to see if his parents will love him enough to stop him from destroying himself.
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Suggested Resources:
· Shepherding a Child’s Heart   ~ by Tedd Tripp 

· To Train up a Child  ~ by Michael and Debi Pearl 
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Open or Closed?
Your answer to that question may be a good indicator of your heart’s reasons for wanting to adopt. It has been said that, “The highest expression of love that a couple could have for an adopted child is to consider that they are caring for him for God, in place of the birth parents.”

Why were adoptions closed and records sealed in the past? According to Roman Espejo in Adoption: Opposing Viewpoints it was to protect young birth mothers who conceived out of wedlock. To keep them from being scorned as a slut and to give them a second chance at life. Closed adoptions were almost never done to keep the child from finding the birth parent.
 One survey found that ninety eight percent of birth mothers were in favor of opening adoption records. 
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Closed adoptions were also done to protect children from the stigma of being born out of wedlock. Fortunately today most people are not as closed minded as they were fifty years ago. Instead of being looked down on for being adopted, most people would view the child as being special. 

The predominant reason for closed adoptions today is fear on the part of the adoptive parents. They are often afraid that one or both of the birth parents may interfere with their raising of the child, or that a birth parent may try to get the child back, or that if a birth parent is in the picture the child won’t bond to or love the adoptive parents, or probably most often the fear is that the child will want to return to her birth home when things get difficult in the adoptive home. 

One adopted woman felt that “Closed adoption parents certainly do not have the child’s well-being in mind, since as a result of their own fears and insecurities they only trade one set of problems (a single parent home) for another (genealogical bewilderment).

“When families make the decision to adopt based on complete and accurate information, they are far more likely to be prepared to meet the child’s current and future needs and to assist the child with identity issues as the child grows and develops.

Some of the benefits of select information disclosure are that:

· It improves the chances of quickly recognizing and treating physical, medical, psychological, and spiritual issues.

· It will also benefit the descendents of the adoptee by giving them important medical and spiritual history.

· It helps to identify potential physical, mental, and spiritual weaknesses that may be encountered.

· It also helps the child develop a sense of identity, it helps them put together the pieces of the puzzle of who they are to know about their culture and heritage.
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Two other reasons that some people want to keep adoptions closed is first for the protection of the adoption agency. If the adoptive parents turn out to be abusive or negligent or if something important was overlooked in the home study and the birthparents find out, there could be some pretty serious legal implications. 
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The second reason is that legally, “Agencies may not misrepresent the child’s background, portraying it as more favorable than the agency knows it to be, nor may agencies deliberately conceal unfavorable information. Agencies are also required, at a minimum, to communicate known information if asked by prospective adoptive parents and, when volunteering information, to impart known information fully and accurately.”
 “Fear that children will not be placed if their histories are know leads to hesitancy to disclose information.”
 Closed adoptions help to cover the tracks of agencies who have not disclosed all the relevant information they have.

Here is one young lady’s thoughts on her closed adoption.
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Mother’s Day is a kind of wonderful day in our house—between my mother and myself. We’ve got a different relationship than most people because I’m adopted. If I do something special for her on that day, it makes her more happy than most mothers since, I guess, there’s always a fear on her part that I’m not going to think of her as my mother. But I do, because she’s the one who has raised me and because she’s such a terrific person. I never [image: image46.jpg]


think of my natural mother on Mother’s Day…

Having an older brother and sister who are also adopted has always made it a lot easier for me. My brother rarely thinks about it, but it’s bothered my sister some. It’s sort of been an excuse for her to be a rebel—like, the world left her alone, so she’s going to rebel against it.

I don’t know anything, really, about my natural parents, and that upsets me a lot. All I know is that I was adopted when I was thirteen months old. I know I lived in a 
 foster home and they called me Joy because I didn’t have a legal name and I was a joy to have in the house. There’s a real temptation for me to say, ‘Yeah, I remember the house—it was gray—and I remember the people,’ but I don’t really. It’s hard to know the difference between what I remember and what I’ve been told.

Sometimes I make up stories about my early childhood, about those first thirteen months, because I just desperately want to have a part of my life that’s entirely mine, my very own. Being adopted, I often feel that everything I’ve got, including my name, has been given to me by my adoptive parents. So if I have some memories, even if they’re fantasies, I guess it’s because I need to feel that I came to my parents with something that was already mine.

Being adopted can be embarrassing—like when people start talking about their nationalities and you just have to be quiet. You can’t say anything, because you don’t know. I’ve just gotten in the habit of saying, ‘My mother’s Polish, my father’s Irish,’ and I leave it at that. That’s my adoptive parents’ background I’m talking about. I don’t know what I really am, and that bothers me; all my friends know what they are, and it makes me feel very jealous of them. If I worked at an adoption agency, it would bother me to know I was sending out all these little babies without any information about their past.

When I think about being adopted, not knowing why and trying to understand why—with no information—I just get really mad. Usually the anger is directed at my natural parents. And I’d say it’s directed more at my birthmother than at my birthfather.

My thoughts about my birthmother are, generally speaking, not too good. In a way, I can understand that a baby can come into your life at the wrong time and it’s just impossible to see raising this child. But if you think about the child, you really are just walking away from it and leaving it with nothing—regardless of the circumstances. If I was put up for adoption for a good reason—to help the woman who carried me—then I think that from the start they should have told me that. It’s when you’re not told anything that you think it’s got to be something lousy—like, she didn’t want the kid and all she was in it for was fun beforehand. I can’t go along with that. My sister, who is divorced and very young, has two tiny children, and my parents are taking care of them while she gets herself back together. I think that’s great, and I think other young mothers with kids should try to work out this kind of alternative—looking for help from parents or relatives so they can keep their child. I’m basically against giving a child away, but I’m very glad there are people like my parents who want to adopt children.

As for my birthfather, I don’t feel very good about him, either. When I see my friends with their fathers—and especially when I look at my own family with my own father—what I see is how much that man is loving his family, so happy to be there and wanting to be there. And I wonder, What kind of man could not want to be part of all this loving and caring? What kind of man could walk out of a situation like this?

No, I don’t particularly want to meet my birthparents, and I doubt that I ever will. I know I’d only want to tell them how I’m feeling, and since that obviously wouldn’t help them, why disrupt their lives even more? As far as I’m concerned, the mother and father I have now are my family. They’re the ones I love and who love me.

I suppose that being adopted and feeling the way I do about my natural parents has definitely given me a lower self-image than a lot of people have. And yet, all my friends see me as joking and laughing—playing around and having a good time; they don’t really see that I’m not as happy as I look. What’s good about my situation? I’m part of a very loving family, and I’m probably more in touch with my real feelings than a lot of kids my age.

Does Closed Adoption Promote Abortion?

In a survey of one hundred and fifty unwed mothers. When they were given the choice of keeping their child, placing the child for adoption, or aborting, almost all the mothers said that they would keep their baby. When they were only given the choices of adoption or abortion eighty-five percent chose abortion. 

When asked why most relayed that knowing that their child was alive but they would not have any contact with the child was too painful for them. They felt that abortion had finality but adoption would continue their turmoil. How many women have aborted their babies because they couldn’t handle the thought of being separated from their baby?
 

The Family Toll
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When considering an adoption it is important to go into it with your eyes wide open. Do not expect it to be a fairy tale where everything works out great. Expect it to be a battle. It is worth it because it is a battle for the life of a child. Caution must be taken though because if even one member of the family, even the extended family is not fully supportive of the adoption that one member can “project  rejection on the adopted child through cutting comments and attitudes.”
 Some of the things that you need to take into consideration are:

Incest

There is a glaring lack of research and statistics available on the incidence of sexual abuse in adoptive homes. This is probably because people do not want to know and they do not want to put adoption in a bad light. Studies like these would not be “politically correct. “ One survey of adult adoptees found that for those who had been sexually abused after they were adopted forty percent were abused by their adoptive father and twenty percent by a sibling.

In the placement where I worked I saw a disproportionately large number of adopted children who had been either the victims or the perpetrators of incest in their adoptive homes. As a sexual abuse specialist, almost everyone that has come to me for help that has been adopted was abused in the home they were adopted into. 

Parents need to take into account that even though there is a strong commitment to purity, when a child is brought into the home it is more likely that a parent may have sexual feelings for that child than a child that is born into the home. That does not mean that adoption should be ruled out but if a parent does start feeling an attraction for an adopted child it needs to be understood and dealt with.

Parents also need to be aware that there is a relatively high rate of sibling incest in adoptions. Bringing children who are not blood relatives together in a home, even if the child was adopted at birth can cause problems. It can especially be a problem if one of the children has been sexualized before placement into your home. While we want to believe that they will see each other as true siblings this is not always what happens. I have witnessed story after story of the adopted child abusing birth children or birth children abusing the adopted child.  There is also a high incidence of adopted children falsely reporting abuse. This can be highly traumatizing to the whole family.

Birth Children
It is important to consider how birth children, if you have them, will be affected by bringing another child into the home. Will they feel rejected? They may be excited about it now but what about when it starts to cost them something, when you are paying extra attention to the adopted child because he is sick or misbehaving, or what about when the adopted breaks something that belongs to the birth child whether on purpose or not? Will your birth child become angry and hurtful? Will he say things to the adopted child that will cause further wounding?

If the child you are considering adopting is older or close to the same age as your birth children, giving up the firstborn status is likely more than you should ask of a child. It would be taking away from them something that God has chosen as part of their life story. 

It is also important to think about the influence this new child will have on your other children. If he is a child that has spent time in the foster care system or an orphanage, it is likely that he has learned more about the darker side of life than you want your children exposed to. He may have also developed some behaviors like masturbation or raging that you would not want your children to learn. Consideration must also be taken for infants that are adopted because if they become angry and bitter as often happens, they can eventually lead other younger children in the wrong direction.

Does all this mean that older children should not be adopted? No, but it does slim down the field of those who should consider adopting them. These children need homes with mature, experienced parents. The kind that do not feel the pressure to look like they have it all together in church. The kind that can be flexible and patient with a hurting child because they are not building their identity on the behavior of this child. It is often best that all their birth children are grown or nearly grown and out on their own. 

Comparing
We have an adopted six-year-old son whom no one seems to be able to discipline. He can be so kind, helpful, sweet, and affectionate; yet, much of the time he is rebellious to authority. He has not gotten along with any of his Sunday school teachers since we adopted him at the age of twenty-one months. This is his second year in a Christian school, and he has been a discipline problem for all of his teachers. He constantly disturbs the class and sasses the teachers. (Yet, his teachers say he is the smartest child in his class and makes the highest grades.) 

We do not understand his behavior since he loves school and loves to go to church. Incidentally, he did ask Jesus to be his Savior three months ago. My husband and I feel that he has a poor self-image, so we have tried to work on helping him to see the good qualities God has given him. It seems, though, that no matter how much we concentrate on his positive traits, his negative behavior only gets worse.

He is rebellious toward us much of the time, is extremely stubborn, and has a bed wetting problem that we feel is due to emotional, rather than physical causes. We have tried spanking him, reasoning with him, taking away privileges, and most of all, much prayer. I have recently begun fasting one day a week, using the day to pray for him. Many many times we have tried to talk with him about what root problem is causing his negative behavior, but we have not come up with any answers. I really believe he doesn’t know why he acts the way he does.

We have two younger daughters (born biologically to us) who don’t have any unusual discipline problems—only the usual ones associated with childhood. We have always tried to be loving and fair to all three of our children. 

My husband is a pastor, and we feel that our adopted son’s reputation of bad behavior is affecting our witness to the people in our church as well as in the community and in the school. We are sick at heart, hurt, disappointed, and defeated.

Children like the one in the story above can easily create the problem of the parents consciously or unconsciously comparing unfavorably to other children. When this happens the child feels rejected and like a failure. This behavior is seldom in the child’s control so the feelings of rejection do not bring efforts to do better but instead cause the child to spiral downward into more emotional and behavioral problems. Before adoption parents must purpose to see each child as an individual that must be raised as an individual. 
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   Who Should Adopt?
I believe that the best families for adoption are spiritually mature couples who have stable marriages and have already raised their own children. These parents have the experience and battle scars that are needed to give love and consistency to needy children. If their birth children are grown they will not need to worry about how this new child will influence their own children and it helps to reduce the likelihood of sibling incest occurring in your family. It also has the advantage of giving the new child older siblings to look up to and confide in but still allows you to focus on the new child.

Section 2


Which Child?

True Orphans

Determining the child or children God has chosen for you is of course a matter for prayer but there are also important factors to consider. Based on surveys that I have done, children who are true orphans, (both parents have died) tend to do the best in a new adoptive home. These children will likely be interested in their birth heritage and culture but they probably will not struggle with the feelings of rejection and abandonment that most other adopted children face. They may still face some problems with attachment because of a fear that you might also die. They will also probably grieve the loss of the birth parents throughout most of their growing up years and at difficult times they may compare their birth home to your home, seeing their birth home through rose colored glasses.



Foreign Orphans
It is very rare to find a child in the United States that is a true orphan and has not been adopted by family members. It is more common in third world countries where disease and accidents are more prevalent. There are many countries like Hattie, Colombia, Uganda, and Ethiopia where parentless children wander the streets in a continuous search for food. There are seven million abandoned children in Brazil alone.

Unfortunately the governments of these countries are seldom able or interested in investing the time and money that would be necessary to ensure that these children are available for adoption. It can be very difficult to verify that the parents of these children are dead and therefore many are not eligible for adoption. 

Also, many of these children do have at least one parent but they have been abandoned by that parent. In some regions of the world as many as 90% even have a living parent! That's hard for us as Americans to understand. How could so many mothers give away their children? How could so many fathers let such a horrendous thing happen? The fact that it has happened... and still is happening... stands as a grisly testament to just how tough times really are for a great many people who are barely surviving in many economically disadvantaged countries. Due to eroding economic conditions, many regions have been devastated financially. In most rural areas unemployment is the norm. Working is the exception. 
 And even when someone has a job, there is no guarantee that he will ever get paid! And that's why these children have to pay such a terrible price. 

In many of these cases, especially the ones where the parents want and love the child but just cannot provide for the child, the better option might be to sponsor these children instead of taking them from their families and homeland. There are several reputable charities that make it possible to donate a few dollars a month to help care for these needy children. Or you might find a missionary who works with street children and find out how you can help. 

Many countries do not allow foreign adoptions. There are about fifty-five countries that do allow inter-country adoption or guardianship. The following is a partial list:

	Europe

Azerbaijan

Belarus

Bulgaria

Estonia

Georgia

Hungary

Kazakhstan

Latvia

Lithuania

Moldova

Marshall Islands

Poland

Romania

Russia

Ukraine
	Asia

China

Taiwan

Hong Kong

India

Japan

Korea

Nepal

Philippines

Sri Lanka

South Korea

Thailand

Vietnam
	Africa

Ethiopia

Gambia

Liberia

Sierra Leone

South Africa

Tanzania

Uganda

Zimbabwe
	North America

Canada

Mexico

Dominican Rep.

Haiti

Jamaica

United States


	Central America

Belize

Costa Rica

El Salvador

Guatemala

Honduras

Nicaragua

Panama

Saint Vincent
	South America

Bolivia

Brazil

Chili

Colombia

Ecuador

Guatemala

Paraguay

Peru
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Suggested Resources:
Child Sponsorship organizations:

· Compassion   www.compassion.com 

· Grace International Children’s Foundation  www.ugandaorphans.org 

· Christian Children’s Fund  www.christianchildrensfund.org 

Africa

Some countries are in desperate need of help with their orphans. Africa for example, is being ravaged by the AIDS virus. It is estimated that by the year 2010 there will be 18 million children left as orphans in sub-Saharan Africa.
 In some countries over half of the population has AIDS. Relatives and grandparents of the children who have been left orphaned by this disease have been doing the best that they can to care for these children but many of the caretakers are also dying. These children will by no means be easy to adopt and most will bring a lot of the baggage of trauma with them but they are also children who will die unless they receive help. 

Most countries in Africa do not currently allow their children to be adopted out to foreign countries. Muslim countries are especially hesitant to allow their children to be adopted to non-Muslim countries. I suspect that due to the AIDS crisis, more African countries will be opening up for foreign adoptions soon. 
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Suggested Resources:

Children in Africa with experiences of massive trauma – A research review http://www.multietn.uu.se/staff/pers_homepages/kaplan_SIDA4629en_Children_in_Africa_w.pdf

                  China
In the past ten years Americans have adopted about fifty thousand little girls from mainland China.
 They see these children as rejected and in need of help. Consider however, the problem this policy is causing, not just for the little girls that are placed for adoption from China but also for the little girls who are not. Currently boys outnumber girls seven to one.
 China is already beginning to see a rise in rape and the kidnapping of young women who are taken to other provinces and sold as wives. In ten years if China continues to reject her little girls – no woman in China will be safe. I believe that within a few years the government will recognize the problems that international adoption is causing and reverse its policy on inter-country adoption. 
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Suggested Resources:

China’s Lost Girls – DVD Produced by National Geographic Television & Film. Producer and writer, Scott Bronstein. 



                 Baby 

             Trafficking
Many other countries and those within the countries have found adoption to be a good business. Baby trafficking is becoming increasingly common in part because the demand for healthy babies has now outstripped the supply.
 “The idea of black market babies is a rather odd one, but such babies exist.  A mother with a perfectly healthy baby may be told that her child has died at birth and then the baby is then put up for adoption for a hefty adoption fee.”
 

One Mexican woman, as she was walking in a crowded market, was held from behind by one man while another grabbed her six month old baby out of her arms and ran off into the crowd. That was a year and a half ago. She and her husband have not been able to find any clue of what happened to their baby.
 In Cambodia the corruption in adoptions became so bad that the United States has issued a moratorium on adoptions until they develop better policies to ensure that their children are not being sold. Romania Mexico and Guatemala are not far behind in the rampant corruption in their adoption industries. The selling of babies is a daily occurrence in many countries. It even happens in the United States. Trafficking is fairly common in the following countries: Mexico, Paraguay, Malaysia, China, and Guatemala.

In Guatemala the adoption laws require little more than a birthmother appearing before a judge and stating that she wants to place the child for adoption. A kidnapped infant would be brought to the judge by a woman pretending to be the birthmother. What did the baby brokers get out of this? Some pretty significant finders fees. This scheme was so common that the Canadian government now requires DNA testing of the birthmother and child.
 
 

In Rio de Janeiro there were a hundred and fifty babies reported stolen from hospital nurseries in one month.
 In Beijing the police found twenty-eight baby girls hidden in suitcases, they were being smuggled so they could be adopted (sold).
  In Malaysia women are forced into prostitution by gangs and when they get pregnant the gangs sell these infants to baby-brokers. “Not only are women forced into prostitution but they are turned into some sort of breading machine to make babies for sale.”


Baby selling often works this way: A baby is stolen or purchased from a mother (usually for a very small amount of money.) Then the baby is placed in an orphanage and made available for adoption. A foreign family agrees to adopt the baby thinking that it is a genuinely orphaned or abandoned child. Part of the agreement that is almost universal in foreign adoptions is that the adopting family make a donation to the orphanage to help provide for the other children still in the orphanage. The amount of the donation is usually set by the orphanage and is sometimes ten thousand dollars or more. When it is a baby ring this donation along with other adoption fees are divided up between the crooked orphanage workers and those who acquired the baby. (They often work for the orphanage.)

Prevention

There are several things that can be done to help prevent your getting a baby from a child-trafficking ring. Of course it is important if you are working with an adoption agency, to be sure it is reputable. Often they do not realize that the babies they are placing have been sold or stolen though. They may have a file with a birth certificate and lots of history and information on a baby but all of that can be forged before it is given to the agency. Be sure to ask them how the child came to be at the orphanage and how they know their information is true. 


If the child was placed at the orphanage because it came from a poor family, that child is likely to develop deep resentments toward you – feeling that you have stolen him from his true parents. Children seldom care that they are raised in poverty. They would usually prefer to suffer with the rest of their family. If you find a child in this situation you might consider giving a yearly donation to the family so that they can keep the child and provide for him.


If you are getting a child from an orphanage and it is at all possible, it would be good to travel to that country and talk to the birthparents or relatives. It would also be wise to have DNA testing done to ensure that the one you are meeting really is this child’s parent. 


Perhaps a safer option would be to contact a missionary in the country you are interested in to find out if he or she knows of any children who have a genuine need for a home. 

Special Concerns

It is important to keep in mind that the majority of the children who are adopted from foreign countries will bring problems with them that are a result of the care they received in their birth-country. “Those who adopt kids from overseas often end up with children who have suffered early neglect…that causes neuralgic damage.”
 Sub-normal brain development may result from the birth mother’s malnutrition and use of alcohol or drugs, and lack of care in the orphanage. Attachment disorders are also common in these children.


A study on children who were adopted from orphanages in Romania, Bulgaria and Russia and had been living in stable homes in the United States for at least three years found that:

These children usually have normal IQs but they often bring with them attention problems and physical clumsiness caused by neglect and a lack of stimulation while they were institutionalized. Some also show elevated levels of stress hormones even years after being adopted…problems in learning and socialization can persist into adolescence… 

All the children performed well on visual-perception tasks, such as arranging blocks in patterns, and nearly all of them showed normal reasoning ability. However, more than half showed extreme difficulty in paying attention to verbal instructions. Nor could they accurately retell a story, even though they had learned to speak English. 

They also showed poor dexterity and balance, perhaps because they had few opportunities in the orphanages to crawl and explore as infants…The attention-related problems and the poor motor skills are linked to different areas of the brain that keep developing for years after birth. These parts of the brain may not have received adequate stimulation while the children were institutionalized.

In many state-run institutions, a single caregiver might be in charge of 20 infants. The babies are rarely held, even during feedings. Wards and cribs typically are painted stark white and the children receive no visual stimulation. By age 1, the children are rocking themselves in their cribs. 

"The more bad things you do to these kids early, the more difficult it is for them to reach optimum levels of development later even when they are in stable homes," said University of Minnesota psychologist Megan Gunnar. 

Transracial 

Adoption

Transracial adoption has been a hot topic in recent years. Some people including the National Association of Black Social Workers, feel that it is wrong to place a child in an interracial adoptive situation. Some even feel that it is “cultural genocide.” 


Clearly, the best option for most children is to be placed with a family of similar ethnic heritage but the number of African American and Hispanic American children stuck in the foster care system compared to the number of similar families willing to adopt is staggering. The ideal is to adopt children into families of the same race but you cannot always have the ideal. 


Several studies have been done that show there is no appreciable difference in the success of transracial adoptions when compared to same race adoptions.
 Other studies found that while parents had to make special efforts to expose the children to their native heritage, these children were for the most part well adjusted and aware of their ethnic heritage.
 Transracial

 children do just as well as other adopted children mentally, emotionally and physically.

“Most transracial adoptees had a favorable opinion of transracial adoptions. Virtually all adoptees strongly disagreed with the National Association of Black Social Workers view of transracial adoption as a form of
 ‘cultural genocide.’
 Instead, adoptees expressed opinions that white homes should be viewed as viable adoptive homes, not just as a second best alternative, for black and biracial children currently languishing in foster care.”
 

In the Simon-Altstein Longitudinal Survey adult transracial adoptees were asked “Was being of a different race from your adoptive family easier or harder during various stages of your life?” Forty percent said that they rarely found it difficult; eight percent said they had a difficult time throughout their childhood and adolescence. Twenty-nine percent said that people of the same racial background as their own reacted “very negatively” or “negatively” toward them during their adolescence.
 

As an African American, being adopted into a white family with siblings from different cultures and ethnicities was really wonderful. The worlds that we were exposed to and the fact that these were our siblings and we loved one another was truly awesome. I loved my brother, Peik, who was Vietnamese, and my sister, Siri, who was Cambodian and beautiful. I loved my sister, Anika, who is my parents’ biological daughter. ~ Tage Larsen

A classical musician, Tage Larsen plays trumpet in the prestigious President’s Own Marine Band based in Washington, D.C. His dream is to play principal trumpet in the Boston Symphony.  Tage’s professional course and passion for classical music developed early in his life when he was exposed to the compositions of Beethoven and Bach. In 1995, Tage earned his bachelor of music degree at Michigan State University and completed a master’s degree at the Eastman School of Music. His dream and unwavering discipline to make a contribution to the arts through his endeavors in classical music were inspired by the love and support of his family and friends.

Tage was born in 1970 in Hartford, Connecticut, An African American male infant, Tage was in need of a permanent home. Separated by race and circumstance, there was no reason why the life of this child should be united with a prospering young white couple who had the American dream in their grasp. As their history shows, the Lorsen’s redefined that dream. The began building their family, first by taking in one of society’s children and raising him as their own. And one by one, the Larsen family expanded, adding nine more children. Four of them were the Larsen’s biological children; the rest were chosen from some of the most economically and politically turbulent communities in the world. Truly a mosaic, the Larsens learned how to appreciate different cultures and ethnicities while each family member learned how to become an individual. 

Raised in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Tage lived in a culturally diverse community. He played with both African American and white kids from different economic backgrounds. Many of his parents’ friends in the African American community were lawyers, doctors, artists, or musicians and became Tage’s mentors, opening his eyes and mind to a life of excellence and unlimited possibilities. Clearly Tage’s upbringing gave him the foundation to determine his professional path and social perspective, and ultimately his own identity.


Children who have been transracially adopted are likely to have extra struggles with their identity when they reach adolescence. Also, transracial adoption will almost certainly make the child and often the parents somewhat of a 
 spectacle. When you are Korean and your parents are white there is no hiding the fact that you are adopted. That lack of privacy can be pretty troublesome for a child sometimes. As one author put it,  “All kids long to be just like the other kids. In their minds, being ‘weird’ is the kiss of death.” 

It is easy for white American parents to forget how important race and culture can be to someone of another ethnic heritage. These struggles of origin and belonging can be settled in the heart of the young person and having informed and open-minded parents is especially helpful. While transracial adoption, or any adoption is not the ideal we would want for a child, in most cases it is a far better choice than for the child to continue being bounced around in foster care or in an orphanage till adulthood.

                     Foster Children



“My daughter, Cassandra, turned twenty-two recently. I haven’t seen her since she was five-and-a-half years old, when I gave her up for adoption. I had hoped she would contact me when she became old enough to legally petition the adoption registry for information concerning my whereabouts. Every time I moved, which was often, I religiously provided the registry with my address and phone number. I spent many hours mulling over our possible conversations, explaining to her why I gave her up…

For the first few years after her adoption was final, I couldn’t watch TV programs or movies that had small children in them; it was too painful. Now my internal radar is permanently set on adoption stories: I’ll stop whatever I’m doing to read a magazine article or watch a talk show focusing on adoption, hoping that maybe I’ll gain a better understanding of adopted children’s attitudes toward their biological mothers…

As ill equipped as I was for motherhood, I was even less equipped for single motherhood. A few months after my divorce, I became bed-bound by clinical depression. One day I looked around and saw I had practically no food in my tiny one-room apartment; Cassandra was wallowing in dirty diapers and soaked bed clothes; there was curdled soy milk in her bottle, and I had zero energy. I needed help, and somehow I managed to ask for it. I called Children and Family Services.
 That same day, a very nice, non-judgmental young woman came to my home and, at my request, took Cassandra from me and placed her in foster care for the next several months. By the time she was returned to me, she was old enough to go to day care. I will always be extremely grateful for those day-care settings and the people with children Cassandra’s age who took an interest in her well-being. Those were the people who nurtured her by making certain she was fed, socialized, taught, supported and loved…

When Cassandra was five, I heard my mother’s voice while delivering a brutal belting to Cassandra’s bare bottom. I stood up straight, dropped the belt, and looked around to see if my mother was in the room. It wasn’t her. It was me. I was doing to this beautiful, innocent child what my mother had done to me. Something was wrong. Very wrong…

I was able to see that I was repeating my family history. This wasn’t what I wanted for her. If she stayed with me, her life would be hell. Although I couldn’t undo the damage I’d already done and had allowed to be done to her, I could try to prevent further damage.

I called Children and Family Services to take Cassandra away for the second and final time. A friend who had been with me the day I gave Cassandra away told me what a courageous thing I’d done. That’s what everybody still tells me: It was a courageous thing to do; most people wouldn’t have had the guts to act on their child’s behalf that way.

Yet, I have always thought giving Cassandra up was an act of cowardice. I think it takes real courage to stick it out as a parent. However, every woman I’ve spoken to about this experience has, without qualification, insisted that what I did was as act of love. They all say that the real cowardly thing would have been to continue to subject my daughter to my abuse and neglect, which could have only gotten worse. To act to save her from that, in hopes that she could go on to someone who genuinely wanted her and was able to raise her, was one of the hardest things a mother could do.

What I have continuously prayed and wished for more than anything else during the past sixteen years is that my precious, beautiful little girl was able to spend the rest of her childhood in a nurturing environment. Knowing that I’m mentally ill and that Cassandra had been neglected and abused, I am hopeful that her adoptive parents took extra care to give her the therapy and guidance she needed to begin to heal her wounds.

The cycle needed to stop. It was my wish that she would have plenty to eat, safety, security, siblings, happiness, support and belief in herself. I didn’t want her to grow up to be antisocial, violent, self-hating, addicted, suicidal, desperate, frightened and unable to trust as I had.

I didn’t want Cassandra to grow up literally bereft of parenting skills. She seemed, to me, like someone who might very well want to have a family and would enjoy doing so. Even as a four- and five-year-old, Cassandra was very social. She had a tremendous amount of love to give. But I had begun to kill off any chance she would have to provide love, support and nourishment for children she might have…

I want to believe that my determination to end this deadly cycle has worked. I am willing to tell Cassandra everything, if she ever asks. I won’t blame her if she never does.”

Fortunately this mother got her daughter out because she cared about her. Unfortunately there are thousands of other children who must be forcibly removed from their birth parents. “According to current statistics, more than 1.1 million documented cases of child abuse occur each year in the United States.”
 For each documented case there are probably at least ten more that go unreported.

We have all heard the horror stories of social services barging into a home and spiriting away the children of conservative Christian parents because of a report of beating when it was actually only a spanking. While there are some over zealous social workers, unfortunately many are too hesitant to remove a child in an abusive home permanently. The government has mandated that reasonable efforts be made to reunite the children with their parents but often this only causes more damage to the children when they must be removed again. 


There are about 134,000 children in foster care waiting to be adopted.
 Many of these children will grow up being bounced around from one foster home to another. “At eight to nine years of age, a child’s likelihood of remaining in foster care becomes higher than the probability they will be adopted.”
 “Of the children free for adoption, over thirty-five percent are teenagers and about seventeen percent are between the ages of nine and twelve years. Two-thirds of the children have been in care for two years or more and almost thirty percent have been in care for more than five years.”
 


What happens to these kids? Where do they end up? “Adults who grow up in temporary homes often suffer: Studies have shown that anywhere from fifteen percent to fifty-six percent never complete high school or earn a GED. The majority hold low-skilled jobs; up to fifty percent spend some time on public assistance. Drug use is common. Nearly one third of males commit
 crimes as adults. Among the homeless, as many as thirty-nine percent spent years in foster care as kids.”

Most foster care children will never know a stable secure Christian home. Even those children who have a good foster home or are adopted into a good home many will not do well. “Adolescents living with foster parents or in group homes have about four times the rate of serious psychiatric disorders than those living with their own families”
 and about ten percent of foster care adoptions are unsuccessful.
 It is essential for parents who adopt foster children to go into it with a mindset of ministering to the child and they need to be prepared for the worst. These children should at least have a chance to see what a Christian family looks like instead of being adopted into an abusive family or a homosexual partnership. 

With 134,000 children in the system the government is overburdened with these children and many in the leadership recognize the need for them to have the stability of a permanent family. The government now “provides financial incentives for states to increase the number of adoptions from foster care by providing payments of up to $4,000 per adoption or $6,000 per special needs adoption when states exceed the previous years’ total.”
 “In 1996, approximately 28,000 children in the United States were adopted from foster care. In 1998, after the ASFA [The Adoption and Safe Families act of 1997] was initiated, the number rose to 36,000. The
 following year, 46,000 foster children were adopted.”
 These incentives were intended for good but unfortunately they are causing a lot of these waiting children to be adopted into homes that are not fit for raising them.


We are left with the problem of thousands of children being bounced from one home to another with no stability or security and a very few adults who are willing to lay down their lives physically and emotionally for these children.  “Most children adopted through public agencies have one or more “special needs,” meaning they have siblings also needing families, are nonwhite, were exposed to drugs, alcohol or HIV before birth, are older than age 5, and/or have emotional, physical or mental impairments.” 
 “The way I see it,” explained one adoptive mom of an AIDS-infected child, “is that I didn’t cause it, but he has it and he needs to live somewhere. It might as well be here with us. The joy and love he has brought us will have to be enough to help us heal when he is gone…”



If you were to adopt one of these children your home would never be the same again. It certainly would not be one where the child slides right into place as if he or she were born into your family. Take Mike for an example:

To Mike, as he entered his thirty-fifth foster home, it was just another stop on his erratic journey through childhood and adolescence.

Mike was first surrendered for adoption by his birth family when he was four years old. Conceived during a heated divorce and unwanted by either parent, he failed to attach to his mother in a meaningful way. She took fundamental care of him and his brother, but was unable to deal with Mike’s special needs—a speech problem and hearing loss.

Eventually adopted, Mike had problems in his new home. His distancing behavior, aggression, annoying ways, and lack of reciprocity drove a wedge between him and his adoptive parents. Compared to their loving, lively, intelligent birth child, Mike never measured up. He began to be the “best at being bad.”

Unable to access any meaningful help, the family members became more angry with Mike and with each other. Finally, Mike’s adoptive father walked calmly into the sheriff’s office one day armed with a gun and announced, “Remove my son, or I will kill him, my wife, my daughter and myself.”

A social worker met Mike in the principal’s office, and then took him to his first of thirty-five placements… By the age of sixteen, Mike could look back on a history that was blank for the first four years, and murky, at best, for the next six. His journey through group homes, foster homes, and four pre-adoptive homes had left him with little trust, distancing attitudes and behaviors, and unresolved feelings. The only certainty in his life was that time was running out. Within two years he would be put on the independent living track, which meant that the social services agency would pay his first month’s rent after high school graduation. Period. All the caring, loving social workers who had been searching for a solution for Mike would say good-bye and turn their attention to other children. He would be alone—with nowhere to go for the holidays, no one to turn to in time of crisis, and no one to help him grow into a man.

Christ has called us to lay down our lives for others. Not everyone is called to serve by adopting a child but for those who are called, the blessing of God goes along with the early gray hair.


Many adoptive parents of foster children have said that they found it very helpful to be a foster parent with the intention of adopting for a period of time. This allows them to see what the child is really like and evaluate whether or not they feel like this child’s needs and challenges are something they think they can handle. Unfortunately most foster care children are use to being bounced around from home to home so if the parents choose not to pursue adoption with this child it would not be as devastating for the child as a failed adoption attempt. 


Parents adopting children from the foster care system should expect the full gamut of problems that we are looking at in this paper from bitterness all the way up to dissociative disorders and extreme violence and destructiveness. While a child with these issues is hard to work with, they still need someone. All children should have a chance at a safe secure childhood, even if they do not respond to it the way we would like them to.  
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Suggested Resources:
For those adopting children who are past their infancy reading,

· Adopting the Hurt Child: Hope for Families with Special-Needs Kids by Gregory Keck, is almost a necessity (before they adopt)

· My Flesh and Blood  by Jonathan Karsh 

A documentary about a lady who has adopted and is raising thirteen handicapped children.

Infants


We have already spent some time looking at the option of infant adoption in the section on Barrenness. Many people have the idea that if the child you adopt is an infant, that child will fit right into your family and it will be as if the child was born into the family. 
 We sometimes forget that this mother and baby have been connected for forty weeks. This bond is not always easily broken as the following story illustrates.

Jason was only three days old when he went home with the Carlsons. His new parents were unable to conceive but they longed for children. After nine years of trying to have a baby they started looking into adoption. It was another three years before they finally received word that they would have a new addition to their family in about four months.

Jason was a sweet baby but he did have quite a bit of trouble with colic. Wendy, Jason’s new adoptive mother quit her job shortly before Jason arrived so she could focus her attention on his needs. Soon they had a strong bond. Things went well till he became a toddler. He was twice as hyper as any of the other children in his playgroup. His parents were told that he would outgrow it but he didn’t. His hyperactivity only got worse. They put him on Ritalin and that helped some.

When he was eight years old he began to be bothered about his adoption. He questioned why his birth mother did not keep him. His self-esteem and confidence dropped off significantly. When normal family problems would come up he would threaten to run away and find his birth mother. He was convinced that life with his birthmother would be ideal. 

By the time he was ten years old his longing for his birthmother had turned to bitterness toward his adoptive parents and then by his teen years to open rebellion against all that his parents held dear. When he was seventeen years old he was arrested for selling drugs at school.
 

Children who were adopted as infants often go through feelings of rejection by their birth parents even when they are surrounded by a loving adoptive family. It is also likely that they will have feelings of not belonging at least for a time even though they are assured that they are just as much a part of the family as every other member. It might initially seem that keeping the fact that the child is adopted a secret might be the loving thing to do. This will be discussed in the third section of this paper.

Section 3

Helping the Children

Overview


Children who are adopted face a variety of issues that most other children do not have to deal with as well as the normal issues that often come at a more intensified level. In this section we will look at the adoptive parent’s expectations and how they either hurt or help the child, we will look at the issue of whether or not to tell a child that he is adopted. Along with that we will look at the rejection and insecurity many of these children feel and the anger, bitterness, and restlessness that often follows. 

We will examine some of the early childhood issues you may face in rearing an adopted child, especially if your child came from the foster care system, and orphanage, or an unstable birth mother. We will get an overview of attachment disorders, drug and alcohol exposure disorders, personality disorders, and dissociative disorders.

Some of these problems will probably seem overwhelming. They will require the giving of your life as a living sacrifice for a child. After learning about these issues you may decide that they are more than you will be able to handle. Few children will have all these issues or have them as intensely as some of the examples we will be looking at. It is a wise thing to prayerfully consider the amount of woundedness you are able to work with in a child.

Please reflect on what gives someone value. Is it because someone contributes to society? What gives a child value? Why give up your life to parent a severely handicapped child or one that is emotionally disturbed? How much value does God place in a child, any child?

Expectations


“I believe that one of the most sacrificial acts of love adoptive parents can do is to give up their preconceptions and agendas about what their child’s views ‘should’ be and be open to hear the conflicting emotions and thoughts of their child often experiences.”
 The preceding statement can 
 make a conservative Christian parent cringe. What about the Biblical command to “Train up a child in the way he should go”?
 With careful study of that passage along with others on this issue, I think you will find that God never forces our hearts, neither does He expect us to try to force a heart change on others. 

I see a tragedy in Christian families when parents demand that children blindly follow the rules without teaching them about the principles behind those rules. It is important for them to see God’s love for them through the laws He has given us. When these young people grow up they are left with the burden of deciding what their standards will be but they lack the tools they need to make those decisions. They will often go in one of two directions. Either they will continue on with the things they have been taught in a legalistic fashion usually out of fear or else they rebel. They reject what they did not understand. 

There are two extremes that are often seen in adopted children. The first is the overly compliant people-pleasing child. These children often behave this way out of a fear of abuse or abandonment and rejection. They tend to embrace the rules and structure of a home because it gives them security. Many of these children will continue on in what they have been taught throughout their adult lives but they keep those commandments out of a fear of God instead of keeping them because they love Him.

In contrast to the subservient adopted child is the rebellious one. They are far more common and it is easy to see why. No matter how much reassurance they are given that they are a part of the family they are still very aware that they are different. There is a sense of independence and self-protection that causes them to go their own way instead of following the direction of their adopted family. For these children, the more you try to force them into the family mold the more they will resist. 

A better option for these young people might be to help them understand the choices they will need to make in their life, the principles behind those choices, and the consequences of whatever choices they make. This should be done in a discussion format. They need to be guided to find their answers, not just hear all of yours. It is also important that you do not reject them for the choices they make. 

Adoptive parents can also bring aspirations for the child into the adoption. Sometimes it is the desire to have the child live out dreams they never achieved and sometimes it is just wanting the best for a child but instead, parents should pay careful attention to the talents God has gifted the child with and what that child’s desires are. 

Adoption cannot be about making the child into what you want him or her to be. Its fine to have hopes and desires for the child but never to force them. Help the child figure out what he likes and dislikes. Help him figure out where he stands on the issues of life. Guide but don’t force.


Children’s Issues

Children, even those adopted as infants, bring some pretty big issues with them into adoption. We have already referred to some of those issues. Now we will take a closer look at some of these things that will need to be dealt with and some ideas for helping an adopted child over these hurdles.

Focus on the Family published a list of what hurts an adopted child and what helps them. Here are some of the statements and ideas they cited:

· “Do you think you’ll try to find your real mom?” 

· “Your parents are saints.” 

· “You must be so grateful you were not aborted.” 

· When an adoptive mother feels threatened by or has her feelings hurt when the child wants to contact the birth mother 

· Telling the child unkind things about the biological father
· Adopting a child internationally without leaving open a legal channel for the child to reconnect with biological parents 
They found that the following things helped adopted children.

· Knowing from the start that they were adopted, from whom and why 

· Growing up knowing biological relatives as part of an extended family 

· Honesty — adoptive parents who risk their own comfort to answer questions and allow children to explore this area of their lives 

· A scrapbook that includes: record of every document, name and date, every scrap of personal history, information about both biological parents, journals, photographs, e-mails, letters and interviews 

· When adoptive mothers assist children in contacting the birth mother if the children are interested 

· Medical history 

· Birth mother sending birthday presents 

· Knowing about the country of origin in foreign adoptions, and retaining or being taught a native language 

· Keeping in touch with loving foster parents 

· Having something personal from the birth mother
 

Adopted children also have some special needs that were recognized in Twenty Things Adopted Kids Wish Their Adoptive Parents Knew. Below is a selection from that list:

· I need help in recognizing my adoption loss and grieving it.

· I need to be assured that my birthparents’ decision not to parent me had nothing to do with anything defective in me.

· I need help in learning to deal with my fears of rejection—to learn that absence doesn’t mean abandonment, nor a closed door that I have done something wrong.

· I need permission to explore all my adoption feelings…

· I need to be prepared for hurtful things others may say about adoption and about me as an adoptee.

· I need validation of my dual heritage (biological and adoptive).

· I need to be assured that I am welcome and worthy.

· I need my adoptive and birth parents to have a noncompetitive attitude. Without this, I will struggle with loyalty issues.

· I need to be reminded that if I am rejected by my birth family, the rejection is symptomatic of their dysfunction, not mine.
· I need to be taught that my life narrative began before I was born and that my life is not a mistake. That I have intrinsic, immutable value as a human being.

To Tell 


or not to Tell
One of the biggest issues that must be decided is whether or not to tell the child that she is adopted. For those adopting a foster child or a child of a different race this is obviously no choice but for the couple that adopted an infant who will probably look a lot like them, there may be a temptation to cover over the adoption. As Sherrie Eldridge said in her book, Twenty Things Adopted Kids Wish Their Adoptive Parents Knew,  “Many adoptive parents would like a clean slate…a new beginning. However, your child does have two sets of parents—biological and adoptive. This is her reality, whether you choose to accept it or acknowledge it. There is a special place within the adoptee’s heart reserved just for the birth mother and birth father. If adoptive parents try to fill both roles, the adoptee may erect a tall barrier of resentment to keep her fantasies and thoughts of them alive.”

It may seem easier and better for all those involved to keep the truth from the adopted child but God does not bless lies, half truths, and deceptions. A lie like this is just the kind of thing the enemy loves to use to destroy relationships. Take note of how Darlene felt when she found out about her adoptive parents’ deception:

It seems that at my dad’s funeral, a lifelong friend overheard a conversation in which my godfather and friends were discussing the fact that my brother and I were adopted and were not biologically related to the parents who raised us. I immediately told her that she was mistaken. I looked just like my dad and mother. How could this be? It seems my parents took this secret to their graves and had warned every member of the family never to tell us. At fifty years of age, I found out that my whole life was a lie. Who am I? Where did I come from? My life had been changed forever.”

The truth may be painful—it may be very painful for both you and your child but in all the hundreds of adoptees I have talked to, every one of them wanted to know the truth even though it was hard for them to hear. 

Finding out that her mother was a crack addict, or that he was born as a result of incest is not easy but it is the path that the Lord has allowed. Later in this section we will look at how generational sins and iniquities are passed down. Adoptees will likely struggle with the same types of issues their birth parents and grandparents faced but if they do not know that they are adopted they will not know why their struggles are so intense.



   How to Tell
Obviously it is not necessary or appropriate to sit little four-year-old Susie down and tell her that her birth mother was gang raped and could not stand to look at Susie because she was a reminder to her mother of the atrocities that happened to her. A child should be given the amount of information they are ready to handle. 

One little fellow who was given age appropriate information about his adoption explained it to someone else this way, “Yeah, sure, I wasn’t in my mommy’s tummy. I was in this nice lady’s tummy, and she was too young to be a mommy. So I came out of her tummy, and my mommy and daddy were waiting for me and Mom’s been happy ever since.”
 It is wise for parents to begin introducing the concept of adoption even as young as toddlerhood so that it will not come as a surprise to the child later. 

There are many good children’s books that can help with this initial introduction of the fact of being adopted. You might read a story about a child who was adopted like the book, The Day We Met You  by Phoebe Koehler, and then tell the child about her adoption story. “While it is unwise for parents to constantly bring up adoption, there is merit in annually celebrating the day of adoption, sharing stories of how God used adopted children like Moses, and letting adoptees know how much joy they bring to the family.” 
 As the child grows you can introduce her to others in God’s hall of fame that did not grow up with their birth parents, heroes like Daniel, Esther, Samuel, and Timothy. 
The problem comes if the child chooses to believe the lie that his birth circumstances came from a cruel set of circumstances that are beyond God’s control. He needs to understand that from a human perspective he may be the victim of bad decisions that were made by birth parents. Yet from God’s perspective, each circumstance will work together for the good of conforming him to the image of Christ if he will allow it.
 

It is important for the child to come to the place of being able to thank God for His choices for her life. A prayer like the following would be appropriate:

Heavenly Father, I don’t understand all the circumstances surrounding my adoption, but I know that You are in control of my life and that Your thoughts toward me are for good and not for evil. Therefore, I now thank You for the purposes You had in allowing me to be removed from my birth parents and for placing me in my present family.


Dealing 

with “Why?”

“…all adopted children have been wounded, simply because they experienced a profound loss before they were embraced by their new family. The first thing your child wants you to know is this: I am a grieving child. I came to you because of loss—one that was not your fault and one that you can’t erase.”

“Adoption may seem like a wonderful thing to your pre-school child, but when he reaches school age, he will begin to realize that to be chosen means that he was first rejected by someone. ‘Why didn’t my birth mother want me?
 Where is my birth mother now? Did you ever meet her? Do you think that she would like me if she knew me now?’”
 When your child expresses sadness about the losses in her young life it is normal to want to reassure her and try to make her feel better but in reality she needs to know that her loss of birth parents is something to feel sad about. She needs adoptive parents who can grieve with her about her birth parents without feeling threatened. 

Psychologists call the thoughts and feelings many adoptees experience ‘cognitive dissonance’; adoption experts call it ‘genealogical bewilderment.’ The true experts—adoptees themselves—put it in much more earthy terms:

· ‘It’s a vague feeling inside that something is wrong.’

· ‘It feels like a part of me is missing.’

· ‘It’s an intangible battle between heart and soul.’

· ‘I have spent my whole life roaming and never felt stable.’

· ‘I search for answers I am never sure I can find.’

· ‘I look at life through a lens of rejection, expecting it at every turn.’

 Some adopted children are afraid to be open about the adoption struggles they are going through. “A subconscious thought that plagues adoptees: If my emotions are too strong, then I will be too much to handle…and where would that leave me? I will be abandoned once again.”
 There is also often also a fear that God will eventually reject them the way the birth parents did.

If at all possible, at least try to get a letter from the birth mother explaining why she placed the child for adoption. The child needs to see a reason why the adoption had to happen. One little boy expressed his feelings, “If it hadn’t been for you, I would still be with her (the birth mother.) You came and took me away.”
 Even knowing that the birth parents are irresponsible drug addicts is more helpful than being left to wonder why he was rejected. 

Talking

While you do not want to force a child to talk about their adoption, it is good for him to know that he can talk to you openly about it when he wants to. He will probably need to talk to you about it several times during his childhood. It may be helpful to open things up with a question like, “If you could ask me anything, what would it be?” Look for the right times to open the door.

· The child’s birthday. “I wonder if your birth mom/dad are thinking about you.”

· Mothers Day/Fathers Day. “I wonder what your birth mom/dad is doing today.”

· Nighttime prayers. “Let’s remember your birth family in our prayers.”

· Child’s accomplishments. “Your birth parents would be proud of you just as we are.”

· Physical features. “I wonder if your birth mom has curly hair like you.”
 

Help your child express his feelings whether it is by talking to you, by drawing pictures, or by writing a story. Help him to know that you are not rejecting his birth family and that it is ok for him to have an attachment with them at the same time he is attached to you.

             Meeting Birth Parents


What comes to mind when you think about initiating a conversation with your child about his birth family? Do you feel defensive, like the birth family is the enemy to be avoided at all costs? Do you feel sad, and does your lip begin to quiver at the thought of their possible presence in your child’s life? Do you fear your child will love them more than he loves you?…


Kids are experts at reading body language. You can’t pull the wool over their eyes. If you are upset about something and trying to hide it, they will sense it…


The first thing you as an adoptive parent must do is face your greatest fear, which is being rejected by your child. You may envision your child reuniting with his birth parents someday and then wanting nothing more to do with you. If so, you would return to that lonely place of barrenness once again.

You have had to be the bad guy, saying “no,” making the rules and setting limits. Then when the birth parent comes into the picture, eager to make up for the guilt she feels, so she showers the child with love and gifts. It would be natural for the child to be drawn toward the birth parent. During the difficult teen years there may also be a temptation for the child to escape the pressures of the adoptive family by returning to the birth parent. “Adoptive mother Joyce Greer said in her article “The Fears of Knowing,” ‘The 
 more my daughter’s relationship developed with her other mother, the more frightened I became of losing her. The thought absolutely terrified me. I could not control my jealousy. I pictured having to share my beautiful child with someone else whom I didn’t know. But this ‘someone else’ had a connection to her that I could never have—the physical resemblance, the shared personality traits and family heredity. I could not compete with this.’”



Most adoptees are not looking to replace their adoptive parents. Instead they are usually looking for some completion and resolution. They are looking for answers that adoptive parents usually cannot give. They want to hear for themselves why they were given up and about where they come from. Whether or not the reunion ends up being a positive thing, it usually brings resolution.


“I have a friend who lives next door, and when I showed him the pictures of my birth mother, he asked me, ‘Are you going to move back down to Florida now?’ And I laughed really hard and said, ‘That just goes to show that some people don’t understand—when you’re adopted by people, these people are your real parents. Finding your birth mother is just filling up a gap that makes you feel you belong.’ … 


I think adopted kids should be allowed to search whenever they’re ready. They need to know where they came from, instead of thinking that they just appeared on this earth from outer space and were adopted by somebody. And they need to know what their medical history is. But the main reason is because everyone goes through an identity crisis at one time or another and everyone needs to know where he or she came from. As soon as I searched and found the information I was looking for, I felt more worthwhile in the world—as though I belonged better. Beforehand, a part of me had always been missing.  

~Sue, age 13


Generational Issues

When your adopted child arrives he or she will bring along not only genetic attributes from birth parents and ancestors but also generational spiritual issues. The iniquities of previous generations can have significant impact on children. They are not guilty of those iniquities just because their parents or grandparents committed them but it is likely that they will have weaknesses and struggles in those areas.
 

It is important for you to find out what the child’s ancestors have been involved in. The following is a list from Neil Anderson’s Confidential Personal Inventory:

	· Telepathy

· ESP Astral-projection (out of body experience)

· Ouija board

· Table or body lifting

· Levitation

· Card laying

· Crystal ball

· Tea leaves

· Dungeons and Dragons
	· Tarot cards

· Palm reading

· Psychic readings

· Astrology/horoscopes

· Rod/pendulum (dowsing)

· Self-hypnosis

· Mental manipulations or attempts to swap minds

· Black and white magic
	· Christian Science

· Unity

· The Way International

· Unification Church

· Mormonism

· Church of the Living Word

· Jehovah's Witnesses

· Children of God (Love)

· Swedenborgianism

· Masons

	· Speaking in a trance

· Automatic (spirit) writing 

· Magic Eight Ball

· Telepathy

· Using spells or curses

· Attended or participated in a séance

· Attended or participated in a spiritualist meeting

· Materialization

· Clairvoyance

· Spirit guides

· Fortune-telling

· Read or followed horoscopes

· Astrology

· Clairvoyance


	· New Age medicine

· Blood pacts or self-mutilation 

· Fetishism (objects of worship, crystals, good-luck charms)

· Materialization

· Metaphysics

· Self-realization

· Dream interpretation

· I Ching

· Being hypnotized or practiced self-hypnosis

· Practiced water-witching (dowsing) rod/pendulum

· Incubi and succubi (sexual spirits)
	· New Age

· The Forum (EST)

· Spirit worship 

· Inner Peace Movement

· Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship

· Transcendental Meditation

· Zen Buddhism

· Hare Krishna

· Bahaism

· Rosicrucianism

· Science of the Mind

· Science of Creative Intelligence

· Transcendental Meditation

· Cabala/kabala 

· Witchcraft 

· Sorcery

· (TM)

· Hinduism

· Yoga

· Echkankar

· Roy Masters

· Silva Mind Control

· Father Divine

· Worldwide Church of God (H. W. Armstrong)

· Theosophical Society

· Islam

· Black Muslim

· Religion of martial arts

· 


Some children, many from foreign countries, are dedicated to the enemy in one form or another when they are born. It would be wise to find out about the religion of the birth parents and the orphanage where the child was placed. Find out if there is any type of ceremony or baby dedication commonly practiced in that religion.

When you adopt a child, before God, you take spiritual responsibility for that child. It would be wise to pray the following prayer for any new child that comes into your care:

Prayer for Ancestral Demonic Problems

for Foster or Adopted Children

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I praise my heavenly Father that He has entrusted to me my adopted child _______. I accept all responsibility that God places upon me to be a parent and a priest of God in ________’s life. As a priest of God in my child’s life, and purchased by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, I here and now renounce and repudiate all the sins of ______’s blood ancestors. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I cancel out all demonic working that would want to be passed on to ______ from his blood ancestors. I aggressively announce against Satan and all his forces that I cover ______ with the protection of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit. As one who has authority over all powers of darkness through my union with the Lord Jesus Christ, and since I am seated with Him in heavenly places, I renounce any and every way in which Satan may claim ownership of _______. I pull down all blindness which Satan would put on ______’s eyes to keep him from understanding spiritual truth and growing to love and serve my Lord and Savior. As the legal parent in the eyes of God and as a priest of God in ______’s life, I completely sign him over to the keeping and saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. As a priest of God in _______’s life, I cancel and take back all ground given to Satan by his ancestors. I claim that ground through the victory over Satan achieved by the Lord Jesus Christ in His redemptive work and cover all ground with His precious blood that Satan may have no claim against _____. All of this I do in the name and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ and will accept in my child’s life only that which comes by the way of the cross and through God’s grace.

Early Childhood

Young children who are adopted can have problems that range from fussiness to severe harms like fetal alcohol syndrome or AIDS. There are no guarantees, you may think you are getting a healthy infant but many problems do not present themselves immediately.

Physical Problems

Those who come from third world orphanages and those in the U.S. who did not receive proper stimulation and bonding may be unresponsive or hyper-responsive to light, sound, touch, or pain. They may feel discomfort or pain when they are in a room with normal lighting, the tags and seams of their clothing may cause them continuous irritation. This is often a result of an underdeveloped nervous system. 

Sometimes the nervous system development can be stimulated even after the child is eighteen months old. The younger the child is the more likely that normal development can be obtained. It is important to be alert to things that may be causing the child discomfort. Playing infant and early childhood games even when it does not seem age appropriate can help to develop important brain connections. 

Rocking the child, encouraging the child to crawl, gentle touch, tickling, and gently tossing the child in the air or swinging the child encourages important neural development.
 


“Simple games such as peek-a-boo (which helps develop object permanency) or rolling a ball back and forth (which helps build reciprocity) are often overlooked by overworked staff. Playing these games with children even when their chronological age makes the games seem inappropriate may facilitate emotional development.”

Mental and Emotional Problems

Dr Gregory Keck, author of Adopting the Hurt Child explains that: 

A child who is abused after the age of three will be traumatized, and may have problems as a result, but he will not be hurt in the same way as a younger child. Once developmental progress has been made, it cannot be undone. It is the abuse and neglect that occur during the early stages of personality formation that cause the deepest damage. Imagine the stability of a skyscraper built without a foundation and you begin to see the fragility of a child denied the right to a healthy start…

Along the path to adulthood, there are a number of tasks that we must master to move to higher stages of personality construction. Life events, especially traumatizing ones, may cause a child to get stuck at one level for an extended time. Very often, an abused child may appear immature because his development was frozen at an earlier stage. For example, an eight-year-old who suffered abandonment as an infant may cry uncontrollably when left with an unfamiliar sitter. A child who was removed at age four may throw tantrums similar to a four-year-old even at age twelve. A child removed from home at Christmas may be frightened by the sights and smells of the holidays. This behavioral regression is a return to the developmental state where the child is frozen, even though he has developed beyond that on many levels. The child does not lose the complexity of being an eight-year-old, he simply regresses to an earlier, frozen state when faced with trauma.


Children who have faced these issues need lots of stability, understanding and prayer. Some children will be able to overcome these difficulties but some will struggle through the rest of their lives but all of these children deserve a stable home and a chance.

Attachment Disorders




Up to eighty percent of adopted children will have trouble to some degree with attaching.
 The bond that is suppose to be the strongest on earth has been broken. Nothing in the world of these children feels safe and secure. This is especially true for children who have experienced multiple placements before being adopted. There is often a tremendous fear that nothing is permanent or secure.

“In healthy families, a child learns, ‘I mess up, I get a consequence, I remain in my family.’ In foster care, all too often, a child learns, ‘I mess up, I get in trouble, I leave.’ Leaving, rather than repairing, relationships is a difficult lesson to unlearn. It may easily turn into a permanent pattern that will follow the child long into adulthood and through multiple marriages. In addition, it makes a child leery of forming attachments, and will certainly hinder his chances of forming a strong bond in an adoptive family.”
 

For many of these children learn to associate loving someone with losing them. Therefore loving you, the adoptive parent, becomes very dangerous. 

Consider the plight of a child whose mother suffers from alcoholism. Born with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, the child’s development has been compromised in the womb. In addition, he may be emotionally abandoned from the first day of life. Left alone for hours at a time while his mother is out drinking, he may then be greeted by a mother whose behavior ranges from raging anger to drunken affection, from impatience to indifference, with no connection to his behavior. 

One day she may be arrested and suddenly disappear while he is shuttled off to foster care. Upon his return to his mother’s care, he may decide the foster parents abandoned him, further complicating the issue of trust. There may be a period of relative calm as the mom tries to stay straight. The calm ends, and the maelstrom begins anew. Throughout all of this, there are other players entering and leaving the picture, some providing emotional support, but the majority supplying further abuse.

These children often attempt to sabotage relationships. For them it is not testing the waters to see how bad they can be before you send them away. Instead it is often because they feel an attachment to you and to them attachment means pain and loss. It feels safer to them to push you away or to erect a barrier than to risk being hurt again. Often a child will steal from the one he is afraid of getting close to because it cuts off the closeness. “When an adoptive mother [parent] senses this
wall of separation (aloofness) created by repression of unresolved grief, she is likely to interpret it as rejection and then feel more insecure in her role as a mother. Her insecurities are then perceived by the child
 as rejection, and so the cycle of separation continues.”

Children with attachment problems and Reactive Attachment Disorder in particular are characterized by an amazing ability to charm strangers and a lack of inhibition with strangers but strong reactions to those who care for them, especially mothers. They cannot allow anyone to get close emotionally. 

They feel the need to be in control of every situation. They accomplish this by choosing who they will like and who they will reject. They are also often incessant talkers in order to try to stay in control of a situation. Anger is another tool that they use:

“Anger for him feels strong. It is familiar. Better still, it acts as an emotional anesthesia. Anger is a friend that can be called upon whenever the child is feeling weak or powerless, or sad. It is always available. It is always predictable. And people respond to it. The either disengage and flee or engage and fight. If the child has orchestrated the angry interaction, either response may be acceptable to him because he no longer feels vulnerable. On the contrary, he feels consumed with power. After all, if a four-year-old can get an adult to act life a four-year-old, that’s quite an accomplishment!”

Infants with attachment problems usually do not cry very much. They tend to startle easily. They also do not make the normal eye contact connections that other babies make. They tend not to smile or enjoy the presence of caretakers. Instead, indifference is often present. They often stiffen and react to being held.

Dr. Alexandra Lütz of Focus on the Family explains that:

By the time a severely unattached child enters school, his problems become everyone else’s problems. Instead of just hurting himself, he inflicts harm on siblings, pets, classmates and property. More troubling is that he seems to lack any remorse for his actions, and he is often fascinated with
 anything that repulses or shocks people in authority. He may lie (about the only time he will look you in the eye), cheat and steal without a second thought. When confronted about his behavior, he will make quite a scene in an intense control battle.


An adoptive child should be given every opportunity to attach to his new family but ultimately the choice must be his. Trying to force a child to attach is often more to help the parents feel better than for the sake of the child.
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Suggested Resources:

If your child shows signs of an attachment disorder, I highly recommend Nancy L. Thomas’ resources, When love is not enough : a guide to parenting children with reactive attachment disorder-RAD [book] and Healing Trust  [sound recording].



Dissociation


Most children who have been in the foster care system or that came from less than desirable environments in foreign countries will tend to dissociate. Dr. Duane Miller, an adoption specialist says that about eighty percent of children in the foster care system are dissociative.
 


Dissociation is the voluntary or involuntary separating of the mind from what is occurring. All of us dissociate to some degree. Its what happens when you drive to work but have no recollection of what you saw on the way or when you lose your keys and cannot remember where you put them. Those are normal instances of dissociation but for these children, their dissociation is usually a result of trauma was beyond what they could deal with. 


It is important to understand that there are two types of trauma. Type B traumas are the ones we usually associate with the term, things like car accidents, incest, and physical abuse. Type A traumas are the absence of necessary things. It is the emotional impact of a child who is not given enough to eat or one who is not given love or physical contact. Both types of trauma can cause a child to dissociate.


There is a wide spectrum of dissociation from simple daydreaming all the way to Dissociative Identity Disorder, formerly called Multiple Personality Disorder. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is in the middle of that spectrum.


Every Saturday evening when little Gina’s mother went to choir practice her daddy would put her to bed. Each time he put her to bed he also molested her. After a few months her father began raping her on these nights. He told her that if anyone found out about their secret he would hurt her mother. All the rest of the week she lived in the ideal Christian home. Her daddy was loving and kind to her except for those Saturday nights. 


Gina could not remember what happened and still behave as if nothing was happening on Saturday nights. In order to survive Gina’s brain had to separate off her Saturday nights. For the rest of the week she didn’t know anything about Saturday nights.  She had developed Multiple Personality Disorder.  Now it was as if there was two of her inside her body. On those Saturday nights a different part of her came out and took the abuse.


This protective ability of the brain has saved the lives of many children. The problem is that the subconscious mind is still aware of the abuse that took place. Therefore, the child is still traumatized even though she does not remember the trauma. These children often have a sense that something is wrong but they do not know what is causing their distress. 


These children who have learned to dissociate when they are in a crisis often carry this coping mechanism into their every day life. When things get tense they just go away in their minds. It can become an unhealthy way to escape from reality. When a dissociative child gets into a difficult situation in the new adoptive home he will involuntarily go away in his mind. He will not learn to deal with difficult situations in a right way until he can stop dissociating. These children need a safe environment so that they can begin to remember the traumas in their past, face them, and deal with them.

Conclusion

“None of the behaviors developed randomly or without a survival-based cause, so they will take much time and patience to undo. Is the effort worth it? Only if you want to save a child’s life by providing him with a life worth living.”
 Adoption must be for the sake of the child alone and only if God has called you to take care of that child. Regardless of whether or not things turned out the way you hoped, if God called and you obeyed, then the adoption has served God’s purposes.

When a tree is struck by lightning,

if it survives,

its growth is altered.

A knot may form where the lightning hit.

The growth on one side of the tree may be more vigorous

than on another side,

The shape of the tree may change.

An interesting twist or curious split has replaced what might

have otherwise been a straight line.

The tree flourishes;

it bears fruit,

provides shade,

becomes a home to birds and squirrels.

It is not the same tree it would have been had there not

been a lightning storm,

but some say it is more interesting this way.

Few can even remember the event

That changed its shape forever.

Appendix
	Positive Language
	Negative Language

	Birthparent
	Real parent or natural parent

	Birth child
	Own child, real child, natural child

	Make an adoption plan, release
	Give up, put up for adoption, surrender, relinquish

	International adoption
	Foreign adoption

	To retain or transfer parental rights
	To keep or not to keep

	Person who was adopted
	Adoptee or is adopted (adoption is a one time act)

	Moves in, joins, or comes to be a part of
	Placed

	Unplanned
	Unwanted

	Adoption triad
	Adoption triangle

	Terminate parental rights, Make an adoption plan
	Give up, Give away

	Search
	Track down parents

	Meeting
	Reunion

	“If this isn’t too personal a question, how much does the adoption process cost? If you’d rather not discuss that, I understand.”
	“How much did she cost?”

	“It must have been sad for someone to relinquish such a beautiful child! But it’s great that she has a good home with you!”
	“What kind of person would give away/abandon such a beautiful child?”

	“Was she born to a single mother?”
	“Was she illegitimate?”

	“Do you know anything about her birth parents?”
	“Do you know anything about her real parents?”

	If you must ask, try “Do you plan on having any birth children?”
	“Do you think you’ll ever have one of your own?”
 
 



Telling Your Child About Being Adopted

From Sherrie Eldridge’s Twenty Things Adopted Kids Wish Their Adoptive Parents Knew (edited)
I have written a parable that can serve as a tool for teaching your child how to celebrate her differences. Before telling your child the story, purchase three ribbons—one red, one green, and one purple. Then, in your own words or in the words of the following parable, tell her about her dual heritage.

Long, long ago, in eternity past, God determined that there would be a beautiful braid made of shining ribbons—a braid woven in the secret places, a braid called “adoption.” 


Each ribbon was a different color. One of the deepest of purples, another the richest of greens, and the third the most vibrant of reds. 


Each ribbon had a purpose, each a vital contribution, and each a unique position with the other two ribbons.


The green ribbon represents the birth family and their deep yet often-forgotten contribution to the adoptee’s life.


The purple ribbon represents the adoptive family, chosen to nurture the God-given gift of life passed on from the birth family.


The red ribbon represents the adoptee—a unique weaving together of nature and nurture into one marvelous human being, with awesome potential..

Then explain to her in language that is age appropriate:

The challenge for you as the adoptee is to learn how to braid the green, purple, and red ribbons. This is no small task. However, the more you know about both biological and adaptive families, whether that knowledge be positive or negative, the greater your potential for growth.

Let the adoptee braid the three ribbons (give help to a young child), and help her call to mind different things she has received, both negative and positive, from her biological and adoptive families. Here are a few ideas to prompt her thinking:

· Beautiful skin from my birth mother

· Creativity and love of art from my birth family

· Feelings of rejection and abandonment from my birth mother

· Genetic illness from my birth family

· A home and a family that loves me from the adoptive family

· A sense of belonging from my adoptive family

· Brothers and sisters from my adoptive family

Then help her to verbalize how these things have helped her become the person she is today:

· The beautiful skin from my birth mother has helped me accept my body.

· The creativity and love of art from my birth family has prompted me to pursue rewarding artistic endeavors.

· The feelings of rejection and abandonment from my birth mother have encouraged me to look beyond my earliest experiences for my sense of self-worth. 

· The genetic illness from my birth family has forced me to get the medical help I need

· The home and family my adoptive family provided has given me a sense of security.

· The sense of belonging from my adoptive family has helped me to take risks and reach out to others.”

Additional Resources
· Focus on the Family’s Adoption Resource List http://www.family.org/corrpdfs/Parenting/Adoption.pdf 

· Adopt Us Kids http://www.adoptuskids.org/servlet/page?_pageid=65&_dad=portal30&_schema=PORTAL30 

· Adopt America Network http://www.adoptamericanetwork.org/2003/children.html 

· The Adoption Exchange http://www.adoptex.org/wchildform.cfm 

· Wednesday’s Child http://adopt.org/wednesdayschild/search/
· Agencies, Facilitators, Attorneys and Photo listings http://www.adopting.com/agencies1.html 

· (investigate to be sure the agencies in this list are safe)
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The phrase “putting a child up for adoption” originated on the orphan trains. When a train pulled in the children would be placed on top of something high, sometimes even on top of the train so everyone could get a look at them. 


It would be wise to get out of the habit of using the phrase “putting a child up for adoption” because for some who know the history of the orphan trains, it gives the feeling of putting a child on display and treating the child like a commodity. It could be replaced with, “Releasing one’s parental rights.”





Orphan Trains





Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.                             ~ James 1:27





Inasmuch as ye have done it 


unto one of the least of these 


my brethren, 


ye have done it unto me.


~ Matthew 25:40b





              �


Modelene Doristan, a quiet girl about 8 years old, …"They beat me all the time at the woman's house", she says. Modelene is whispering, pausing to pick at a wound above her knee as she talks about her owner. 


Naki MacPherson, a small boy with dark scars on his forehead and chest, who looks about 7, but doesn't know his age. His owner beats him with a rock when he doesn't work hard or fast enough…


A 13 year old restavek girl whose owners burned her severely when they covered her with hair spray and lit it. "They lit the spray on the child to find out if the spray was really flammable", …The girl,… was sexually abused by the … men who owned her.20





Learn to do right!  


Seek justice, 


encourage the oppressed.  


Defend the cause of the fatherless, 


plead the case of the widow.  


~ Isaiah. 1:17





She, (Hannah) greatly distressed, 


prayed to the LORD 


and wept bitterly.


~ I Samuel 1:10 NASB





But whoso shall offend one of these little ones 


which believe in me, 


it were better for him that a millstone 


were hanged about his neck, 


and that he were drowned 


in the depth of the sea.


~ Matthew 18:6









































It is difficult to face the fact that by definition every adopted child is an abandoned child, who has suffered a devastating loss. No matter that the adoptive parents call it relinquishment and the birth mother calls it surrender, the child experiences it as abandonment. 47








“…Secrecy is symptomatic of a much deeper issue—namely, shame. Adoption flounders as an institution because it is built on a foundation of shame. For decades, adoption has functioned essentially as a two step process of disowning and owning. In that form, it is an almost perfect script for shame, for there is great shame in disowning and owning; and, obviously, there is great shame in being disowned and in being owned. Shame is a matter of defect, powerlessness, and rejection—all familiar themes in adoption. Very familiar…”58


~ James Gritter





For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? 


Or am I striving to please men? 


If I were still trying to please men, 


I would not be 


a bond-servant of Christ. 


~ Galatians 1:10








“An African-American infant has the same chance of adoption as a white preschooler. But a black child trapped in the system until age seven or eight may never be adopted.” 88





Love is patient, love is kind … 


it does not seek its own, … 


(it) bears all things, believes all things, 


hopes all things, endures all things.      


 ~ 1 Corinthians 13:4, 6








“Are they [adoptive parents] interested in building world brotherhood without recognizing the personal consequences for the child placed in [transracial adoption]?”92





“[There is a tendency] to treat the culture here in the U.S. as the universal norm, thereby treating all other cultures as deviants from that norm, whether in a positive or negative light. ”97





Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 


And do not lean on your own understanding.


In all your ways acknowledge Him, 


And He will make your paths straight.


~ Proverbs 3:5-6 NASB





…to give unto them beauty for ashes, 


the oil of joy for mourning, 


the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 


that they might be called trees of righteousness, 


the planting of the LORD, 


that he might be glorified.


~ Isaiah 61:3b





“Children are not things to plan and arrange and manipulate. Children are pain: They are beauty and spite in the same breath; they are willful and needy; they are our life and our death, but they are never ours.”


Susan Wadia-Ells, The Adoption Reader: Birth mothers, Adoptive Mothers and Adopted Daughters Tell Their Stories. (Seattle: Seal Press 1995) 17.








When my father 


and my mother 


forsake me, 


then the Lord 


will take me up.


~ Psalm 27:10





Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old 


he will not depart from it.


~ Proverbs 22:6 NASB





Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.


~ Psalm 27:3





For which of you, 


intending to build a tower, 


sitteth not down first, 


and counteth the cost, 


whether he have sufficient to finish it?


~ Luke 14:28





A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.


~ Psalm 68:5





Disruption


 is the term used in adoption when the child is placed in a home but is then removed again before the adoption is finalized.


Dissolution


Is the term used when the adoption relationship is legally severed after an adoption has been finalized.





“In our ‘talks,’ she babbled inanely about what a wonderful gift her daughter has been (as if the girl’s birthmother had searched valiantly for the perfect present and done so much better than a gift certificate). Birthmothers do not give their children as gifts to needy parents; if anything they give the parents as gifts to their children.” 38








“I have great admiration for those who open their homes to children in need, expecting nothing in return but the satisfaction of knowing that they have made a difference.”3








…and if in any thing 


ye be otherwise minded, 


God shall reveal even this unto you.


~ Philippians 3:15b





How can we say we have the best interests of a child at heart when we tell her she has no right to her original identity? 61








For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 


unto good works, 


which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.


~ Ephesians 2:10





Adoption loss is the only trauma in the world where the victims are expected by the whole of society to be grateful. ~ Anonymous








A father of the fatherless, 


and a judge of the widows, 


is God in his holy habitation.


~Psalm 68:5





Before I built a wall I'd ask to know


What I was walling in or walling out,


And to whom I was like to give offense.


Something there is that doesn't love a wall,


That wants to tear it down.


~ Robert Frost, "The Mending Wall"








“’I think they (birth parents) might miss me and maybe are looking for me,’ says Will, seven. ‘They lost me when I was little… the adoption people took me from them and gave me to Mommy and Daddy, cause they didn’t have a baby. I’m mad they did that.’”








Do not deprive the alien 


or the fatherless of justice, 


~ Deuteronomy 24:17a





But you, O God, 


do see trouble and grief;  


you consider it to take it in hand.  


The victim commits himself to you: 


you are the helper of the fatherless. 


~ Psalm 10:14








A father of the fatherless 


and a judge and protector of the widows 


is God in His holy habitation.  


God places the solitary in families 


and gives the desolate a home in which to dwell.  


~ Psalm 68:5-6a








And have no fellowship 


with the unfruitful works of darkness, 


but rather reprove them.


~ Ephesians 5:11





Few people are aware that the United States sends hundreds of its children to foreign countries to be adopted every year. Most but not all are private adoptions to Canada. 


How does it make you feel to know that U.S. babies are being sent abroad? It is helpful to recognize that people from other countries probably have those same feelings toward the United States adopting their children. 80 81














“After learning a lot about patience, long-suffering, and faith by our childless five years, God allowed us to conceive and blessed us with a son. These lessons would not have been learned had we not overcome our bitterness toward God.”28





Age of Children adopted from Foster Care, FY 1998


Under 1 year old	  2%	


1-5 years old		46%


6-10 years old	37%


11-15 years old	14%


16-18 years old	  2%





Percentage of Children in Foster Care by age


Less than 1 year	3%


1-5 years		34%


6-10 years		35%


11-15 years		23%


16-18 years		  3%





Racial Percentages of Foster Children


32% White


42% Black


15% Hispanic


10% Other 100          








Frankly, healthy infants don’t need help; families line up to adopt them. But children in the foster care system desperately need help.106








Twenty-five percent of children waiting to be adopted have been waiting for five years or more.107











To lose a child to foster care requires a serious offense. To lose a child to permanent custody requires proof that parents:


Repeatedly harm the child or


Repeatedly neglect the child or


Repeatedly fail to protect the child99











Thirty to forty percent of children in the child welfare system have physical health problems.112





Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life…


~ John 15:13





Dear Ex-Mom,


	I am writing this to tell you I hate you. You were mean to my brother and me. You didn’t take care of us or feed us, and you let your boyfriend have sex with us. You left us outside when we were so little we got sunburned and had to go to the hospital. You said you’d be back for us, but you lied.


	I have a new family now, and I have been mean to them because I am mad at you. No more. My scars from the sunburn are still there, but you are out of my life. Good-bye forever.


Your ex-sun,


Sam116











George, adopted at age four from a South American orphanage after being abandoned at age two, is now ten years old. His behaviors of stealing, lying, and defiance brought his parents to family counseling. In a counseling session George’s beautiful brown eyes overflowed with tears. “I miss my birth mom so much,” he sobbed. “And what’s worse is that even if I go back to find her I can’t talk to her. They took me from my country; I lost my mom and lost my language.71











“I assumed…that there was nothing a thirteen-year-old boy could do over the next five years that I couldn’t keep one step ahead of. How wrong I was!”


~ Milton Yardley, single parent of Calvin, thirteen when placed, twenty-one now117





Can a woman forget her sucking child, 


that she should not have compassion 


on the son of her womb? 


yea, they may forget, 


yet will I not forget thee.


~ Isaiah 49:15





“I just can’t believe that she (the birth mother) went on with life without me.”134








There is that speaketh 


like the piercings of a sword: 


but the tongue of the wise 


is health.


~ Proverbs 12:18





To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, 


the oil of joy for mourning, 


the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.


~ Isaiah 61:3





Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, 


yet will I not forget thee.


~ Isaiah 49:15





“Searching for his birth family exposes an adoptee to the possibility of experiencing the deepest loss he can ever face: a second abandonment.”141








“In some circles, just the mention of adoption loss is considered a sign of ingratitude or disrespect.”122








…suffer the little children 


to come unto me, 


and forbid them not: 


for of such 


is the kingdom of God.


~ Mark 10:14b





…visiting the iniquity of the fathers 


upon the children 


unto the third and fourth generation 


of them that hate me.


~ Exodus 20:5b





“For the child it is worse to care about people and lose them than not to care about anyone.”156








“You cannot be let down by someone you never loved, and you cannot be abandoned by someone you never allowed to love you. By controlling the environment, unattached children keep all relationships on their own conditions, and thereby avoid disappointment and rejection.”152








A new heart also will I give you, 


and a new spirit will I put within you: 


and I will take away the stony heart 


out of your flesh, 


and I will give you an heart of flesh.


~ Ezekiel 26:36





“A pregnant woman should never be referred to as a “birthmother.” A woman is not a birthmother until she has signed away her legal rights to her child, so an expectant mother can never be a birthmother. Calling her one denies reality, forces her to think of herself as something she may not want to become, and is coercive in the extreme.”32








Around the age of eight, many of the positive feelings about adoption change. ‘Although maintaining many positive feelings about adoption, the older children now were beginning to recognize and experience some of the more difficult and confusing aspects of being adopted—most of which were linked to a sense of loss and to feelings of being different.64





Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.


~ I Peter 5:7





Casting all your care upon him; 


for he careth for you.


~ I Peter 5:7





But Jesus said, 


Suffer little children, 


and forbid them not, 


to come unto me: 


for of such is the kingdom of heaven.


~ Matthew 19:14
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